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Hi All 

Well swap meet season is certainly in full swing!  I missed the RCCD 

swap meet last weekend but plan to attend John’s and Chesaning swap 

meets next weekend.  I saw several Skymasters at the Hamburg Flyers 

swap meet yesterday.  Also coming up soon is the PMAC Ice Fly at the 

Oakland County Boat Club on Sylvan Lake on 2/16 and our monthly club 

meeting on the 20th.  Hope to see you there! 

So have you all responded to the FAA’s proposed new drone rules?  

Please do!  AMA has put a templated response on their website but I encourage you to modify 

your response to address your thoughts.  My main point is the FAA needs to separate “line of 

sight” and “beyond line of sight” flying.  While it is quite possible to have a collision with full 

scale aircraft while flying line of sight, the odds are much higher with beyond line of sight flying 

(Continued on page 2) 

February, 2020 

Some Assembly Required ··· 3 
Indoor flying photos ····· 10 
More SnowFly photos ···· 11 

Event Flyers  
and Announcements ··· 13-15 
News ················· 16 
Calendar ··············· 17 

In this issueIn this issueIn this issue   

http://www.skymasters.org/


 

The Skywriter, February 2020, page 2 

where the pilot has much less situational awareness of what’s near his aircraft.  Traditional 

model airplanes, helicopters and multi rotors have an excellent safety record and we need to do 

everything we can to prevent the FAA from overly restricting our line of sight flying. 

http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2020/01/03/template-comment-on-uas-remote-id/ 

Thanks, 

Pete 

Pete Foss,  President, Skymasters RC 

(Continued from page 1) 

Front Cover and above (center) with John Hoover (left) and Ken Meyers (right) 

Mark Freeland of Retro RC, honored with a cool cake at the January 20th indoor session at Ultimate Soccer for pro-

ducing more than 10,000 kits.   

Paul Goelz photo 

http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2020/01/03/template-comment-on-uas-remote-id/
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In the last two articles I described how I converted my 

r/c P-39Q  “Tarawa Boom Deay” and my Fw-190 A4 

“yellow 4” to control line. 

 

P-39Q “Tarawa Boom deay”  

 

FW-190 A4 “yellow 4” 

Those planes will be flown in the 2020 Scale Nationals.  

The Scale National competition is actually six different 

events: 1/2a scale, Fun Scale, Profile Scale, Sport Scale, 

Team Scale and Authentic scale.  Each event is scored in 

two ways. First is a static judging where the model is 

judged on how well it replicates a specific airplane. A 

“generic” version of an aircraft will not be competitive in 

the static judging portion of the event. The second scor-

ing is for the flying of the model. The flying rules call 

for 10 different “maneuvers” (which are to be selected 

from a list of maybe 30 that are described in the rules) 

to be performed in specific ways.  One of the maneuvers 

calls for dropping a belly tank or bomb.  So this article 

will go into the construction of the scale systems.  Be-

fore I go into that I need to address a “catch 22” that 

I’ve run into.  As previously mentioned, the rules call for 

replicating a specific airplane and that the proof of 

scale documentation must show that specific airplane for 

example the FW-190 Yellow 4. The rules go on to say 

that the airplane cannot be altered between the static 

judging and the flying portion of the event.  Can you see 

the problem with Yellow 4?  The specific aircraft Yellow 

4 did not fly with a drop tank or bomb!  There’s no docu-

mentation showing that configuration.  So, if I display it 

in that configuration so that I can fly it with a bomb I’ll 

take a big hit in the static scoring which I can’t afford 

if I want to do well against the competition. Fortunately 

there is a way out of this problem but it will require 

changing from the A4 variant to an F8 Jabo (fighter 

bomber) variant.  There is an FW-190 F8 that has plenty 

of detail pictures for the documentation I need for the 

static judging. 

 

Fw-190 F8 “white 7” 

As you can see she carries bombs.  One problem solved 

but another is created.  I’ll now have to do a lot more 

painting to change variants (another article maybe). 

So I needed to create the scale drop tank and bomb 

drop mechanisms that look like these: 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

PP--39 belly tank and FE39 belly tank and FE--190 190 

bomb drop mechanismsbomb drop mechanisms  
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Fw-190 bomb mount / release. 

 

P-39 drop tank mount. 

Lets start with the FW-190 unit.  The full scale piece 

has a streamlined spine that attaches to the bottom of 

the wing between the wheel wells.  I band sawed the top 

and side view out of clear pine and then sanded the blank 

to look like the full scale part. 

 

Bomb rack spine. 

One thing the judges look at is the fit of parts. To get a 

perfect fit I put a piece of packing tape on the bottom 

of the wing and buttered the mating surface of the pine 

spine with Bondo and pressed it down on the underside 

of the wing.  When the Bondo cured I popped it off and 

smoothed the sides for the perfect fit.  I did it this way 

as the bomb rack will be removable for transporting the 

model without damaging the release.   

 

Bondo fit improvement. 

 

Spine ready for finishing. 

The release mechanism will be inside of the spine so I 

hollowed it out to make room and reduce weight.  The 

release will be held on to the wing with magnets so the 

magnets were installed in recesses at this time. 

 

Hollowed spine with magnets installed. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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On full scale planes the drop tank or bomb has an eye 

that is used to hang the tank under the plane. There are 

also parts called sway braces to keep the tank or bomb 

steady in flight. The sway braces are adjustable to 

adapt to different size tanks or bombs.  I replicated the 

full sale design with brass tubes and # 4-40 adjuster 

bolts.

 

Sway braces on the central spine. 

The mechanism inside of the spine is the same one I’ve 

used before and is known to work well.  It consists of a 

short piece of Nyrod inner tubing to act as a guide, a 

1/16” actuating wire that goes through the guide, a pair 

of 1/16” size wheel collars and a ball point pen spring. 

There is a slot cut in the spine. The bomb has an eye 

bolt that goes through the slot and is engaged by the 

actuating wire. The ball point pen spring keeps the actu-

ating wire pushed forward through the eye. You can see 

the simple mechanism in the picture below. 

 

Release mechanism inside of the spine. 

The actuating wire has a leg that goes through a slot in 

the bottom of the wing and attaches to an actuating 

pushrod connected to a servo. 

The eye on the bomb is adjustable so that the fit of the 

bomb to the sway braces can be adjusted. The eye is a 

piece of brass tubing with a 1/16” wire loop soldered to 

one end and a #6-32 threaded rod soldered into the 

other end. 

 

Bomb attachment eye bolt. 

There is a wood piece with a nut inside of the tank / 

bomb that the eye bold attaches to. 

 

Eye bolt attachment to go inside of the bomb. 

 

1/2 of a Bomb shell with the eye bolt attached to 

the drop mechanism. 

The bomb is a vacuum formed kit from Parkflyer Plas-

tics.  It is not a proper scale for this airplane and will be 

used only for practice.  The full scale aircraft used an 

SC250 bomb. It turns out that the bomb that came with 

my Stuka is the right size and only needed to have tail 

fin bracing added. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Full scale SC250 bomb fins. 

 

 

Model SC250 bomb fins. 

 

Fellow Skymaster Phil Saunders donated the bomb from 

his Stuka to the cause Thanks Phil! 

There needs to be a servo added to the center section 

to operate the release mechanism.  In this case the loca-

tion of the aileron servo forced the use of a 180 degree 

cable and tube linkage.  In the picture below you can see 

the 9 gram servo and the yellow Nyrod inner tube used 

as a guide for a Sullivan brand 1/16” cable.  You will also 

note that the linkage goes under the aileron servo. 

 

Bomb drop servo installation. 

Final bomb drop mechanism installation. 

The next one I did was the belly tank drop mechanism 

for the P-39. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The situation is basically the same but the design of the 

sway brace housing and the sway braces themselves dif-

fer from the German design. 

As before I made the sway brace mount attachment 

housing out of clear pine that was hollowed out and fit-

ted with magnets.   

 

The hollowed release housing. 

 

Drop tank Eye bolt slot in the release housing. 

The basic release mechanism concept is also the same as 

before.  However, I did not fabricate the release 

mechanism but instead used a standard commercially 

available canopy latch. In the case of the FW-190 the 

location of the bomb relative to the servo compartment 

drove the decision to use a shop made mechanism. In the 

P-39 the location worked out to allow the use of the 

commercial piece. 

 

Canopy latch bomb release. 

The P-39 sway brace has the same functional require-

ments as the German release but uses a different de-

sign.  The P-39 uses two “Y” shaped tubular constructs 

with adjustment bolts at the ends and diagonal tubular 

braces going from the “Y” pieces to the wing surface.  

To make the “Y” part I annealed 1/8” brass tubes and 

formed them into a “U” shape over a template. 

The “U” part of the “Y” brace. 

Next I soldered another brass rube to the “U” to finish 

the “Y” shape. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Completing the “Y” construction. 

I then soldered nuts to the arms of the “Y” fabrication.  

I did not use regular nuts for this. Instead I used blind 

nuts and ground most of the flange off to minimize the 

size. 

 

Modified nuts on the arms of the “Y”. 

 

Each of the four nuts receive a bolt that is used to ad-

just the fit of the drop tank to the sway brace assem-

bly. This is exactly how the full scale system works. 

The adjusting bolts are installed in all four places. 

The full scale unit also has rods connecting the two “Y” 

braces.  You can see them in the following picture. You 

can also see the diagonal braces which do down to the 

wing surface.  In the model they do not actually fasten 

to the wing.  This allows the part to be popped off of 

the magnets for the same reason as the one on the FW-

190 is removable. 

 

Completed drop tank sway brace. 

Finally I made a drop tank from a kit sold by Parkflyer 

Plastics.  I used the same method of making and install-

ing the adjustable drop tank mounting eye. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Finished drop tank. 

One final thing.  In the judging standards, the judges 

will expect a drop tank to tumble (as in real life) when 

released. They also expect a bomb to fly through the air 

smoothly Without tumbling.  I took the parts into my 

back yard and threw them into the air to study their 

stability in flight and I found that the drop tank was 

nicely unstable. The bomb was equally unstable.  I had to 

add about 1 oz. of lead inside of the nose to produce a 

stable trajectory.  All is well. 

That’s it for this month. To prepare these models for 

the competition there are many more details that need 

to be taken care of.  When I built the FW-190, I did not 

include flaps.  For a competitive Nats flight It MUST 

have flaps.  So next month I’ll go through how I built and 

installed scale looking flaps. It turned out to be more 

involved than you might imagine.  I think you will enjoy 

watching the modification. 

Steve Kretschmer 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

January Flying at Ultimate Soccer! 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=356
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Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

2019 Krazy Snow Fly 
More from December 31st—Randy Kowalczyk photos 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=357
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Help WantedHelp Wanted  

at Skymastersat Skymasters  
 

Website Content Editor Updater 

Looking for a club member who can keep 

our club website calendar and website 

events updated. Requires a little skill 

getting around but most of it is auto-

mated. Training provided and most of the information is provided for you to add to 

the site. If you are interested let Bob, club president or Greg, webmaster know.   

Email: president@skymasters.org or webmasters@skymasters.org. Thanks! 

 

Club Email System Notice 

We have a great club email system. Just an FYI, when you have something to sell or 

list for sale (or looking for something) please use the 

“classifieds@skymasters.org”. I encourage use of this email mail list system. Our 

member to member email address “members@skymasters.org” is for general com-

munications between our members. We have several other great email addresses 

(actually many) such as the “indoorfly@skymasters.org”, floatfly@skymasters.org, 

and many other email lists that you may be on by default. For a complete list, click 

this link (you will need to log in with your Skymasters credentials to view the ad-

dresses) .  Each mail list has a specific purpose for our very active club and you’ll 

see that the emails that come as official club communications, i.e. club leadership, 

event directors or club officers, etc. are marked that way… either way you have 

control over the emails you receive or don’t want to receive… by going to your mem-

ber profile in your Skymasters Profile and “edit my profile” and then “Edit Email 

Subscriptions/Options:” I would really advise you to NOT change these unless 

there is some problem. Email is the primary way we communicate what is happening 

in our club! NOTE: to communicate TO the club you must use the email address you 

registered with on the site. Also, it is great when you log into the Skymasters web-

site too! www.skymasters.org. 

mailto:president@skymasters.org
mailto:webmasters@skymasters.org
mailto:classifieds@skymasters.org
mailto:floatfly@skymasters.org
https://www.skymasters.org/index.php?action=contact
https://www.skymasters.org/index.php?action=contact
http://www.skymasters.org
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fd317hpe4h9vlt8.cloudfront.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F12%2FiStock_000017765682-helpwanted-300x248.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Flikethedew.com%2F2011%2F12%2F08%2Fhelp-wanted-2%2F&docid=FQeO01XNsOt_8M
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Retirees and 
Wannabes Breakfast 

(Everyone is welcome) 
 

 First and Third Monday of each month 

through the summer… and beyond! 

9AM 

 Red Olive restaurant 

In the strip mall on Walton 

across from Crittenton Hospital 

Rochester MI 

Premiere Sports Center 

14901 23 mile, Shelby Twp, MI 

(northwest corner of 23 mile and Hayes) 

Every Thursday, 9AM to 3PM 

Electric planes and helis (separate heli 
space) 

$10/session, AMA required 

Info: Steve Durecki 586-246-4203 (text or 
voice) 

http://www.stevesindoorflying.com/ 

 

 
Skymasters Breakfast 

(Everyone is welcome) 
 
  

Every Saturday 

8:30AM 
 

Iris Café 

3667 Baldwin Rd. Orion Twp. 

(Corner of Baldwin and Maybee Road) 

Other local area indoor flying 

Legacy Center 

9299 Goble Dr. 

Brighton, MI  48139 

(Off of Winans Lake Road, between Rickett Rd. 

and M23) 

Wednesdays 1PM—3PM November through March 

$10/session 

Sponsored by the Hamburg Flyers RC club 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=red+olive+restaurant+rochester+mi&ll=42.683051,-83.150089&spn=0.010032,0.018411&fb=1&gl=us&hq=red+olive+restaurant&hnear=0x8824e85328200101:0x70fd340d1b0df10,Rochester,+MI&cid=0,0,10267666868270150453&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=red+olive+restaurant+rochester+mi&ll=42.683051,-83.150089&spn=0.010032,0.018411&fb=1&gl=us&hq=red+olive+restaurant&hnear=0x8824e85328200101:0x70fd340d1b0df10,Rochester,+MI&cid=0,0,10267666868270150453&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=red+olive+restaurant+rochester+mi&ll=42.683051,-83.150089&spn=0.010032,0.018411&fb=1&gl=us&hq=red+olive+restaurant&hnear=0x8824e85328200101:0x70fd340d1b0df10,Rochester,+MI&cid=0,0,10267666868270150453&t=h&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/place/14901+23+Mile+Rd,+Shelby+Charter+Township,+MI+48315/@42.6711981,-82.9796773,1075m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x8824e0c6f9790bf3:0x79cf7470c432704a
https://www.google.com/maps/place/14901+23+Mile+Rd,+Shelby+Charter+Township,+MI+48315/@42.6711981,-82.9796773,1075m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x8824e0c6f9790bf3:0x79cf7470c432704a
http://www.stevesindoorflying.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/3vDSVpXjfncVBUp48
https://goo.gl/maps/3vDSVpXjfncVBUp48
http://goo.gl/maps/5wQ0a
http://goo.gl/maps/5wQ0a
http://hamburgflyers.org/indoor-flying-at-the-legacy-center/
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February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Saturday Breakfast 

8:30AM 

Iris Café 

2 3 

Skymasters 
Breakfast 

9AM 

Red Olive,  
Rochester 

Hills 

4 

Indoor Flying 

10AM—1PM 

Ultimate 
Soccer 

5 6 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premier Sports Center 

Shelby TWP 

7 8 

Saturday Breakfast 

8:30AM 

Iris Café 

John Hoover’s Swap 

9AM 

Clarkston United 
Methodist Church 

9 

Chesaning 
Swap 

9AM 

New Lothrop, 
MI 

10 11 

Indoor Flying 

10AM—1PM 

Ultimate 
Soccer 

12 13 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premier Sports Center 

Shelby TWP 

14 15 

Saturday Breakfast 

8:30AM 

Iris Café 

16 

PMAC Ice Fly 

12:30PM 

PMAC 

17 

Skymasters 
Breakfast 

9AM 

Red Olive,  
Rochester 

Hills 

18 

Indoor Flying 

10AM—1PM 

Ultimate 
Soccer 

19 20 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premier Sports Center 

Shelby TWP 

 

SkymastersSkymasters  

MeetingMeeting  
6:45PM6:45PM  

21 22 

Saturday Breakfast 

8:30AM 

Iris Café 

23 24 25 

Indoor Flying 

10AM—1PM 

Ultimate 
Soccer 

26 27 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premier Sports Center 

Shelby TWP 

28 29 

Saturday Breakfast 

8:30AM 

Iris Café 
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President: Pete Foss Oxford president@skymasters.org 
Vice Pres.:     John Billinger Troy vicepresident@skymasters.org 
Secretary: Phil Saunders Rochester Hills secretary@skymasters.org 
Treasurer: Jim Satawa Lake Orion treasurer@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Paul Goelz Rochester Hills at.large3@skymasters.org  

EOC at large Dave Stanley Lake Orion  at.large2@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Steve Kretschmer Oakland at.large1@skymasters.org 

Membership: Bob Chapdelaine Oxford membership@skymasters.org 
Editor: Paul Goelz Rochester Hills newsletter@skymasters.org 
CFI Ken Gutelius Lake Orion cfi@skymasters.org 
CSO Greg Brausa Metamora cso@skymasters.org 

The Skymasters field is located in 

Lake Orion, within the Bald Mountain 

Recreational Area on Scripps Road, 

between M24 and Joslyn (see map).  

A recreation passport or sticker is 

required and can be obtained from 

the Park Headquarters located on 

Greenshield Road or you can check 

the box on your tab renewal for a 

“Recreational Passport”.   

Flying hours: 

QUIET ELECTRICS ONLY from 

8AM to 10AM and 8PM to 10PM.  

The noise limit is 80dBa at ten 

feet.  Regular flying is permitted 

between 10 AM to 8 PM.  The 

noise limit is 94 dBa at 10 feet.  

These noise limits are enforced. 

Student Instruction & Pot Luck 
Every Wednesday, May through Sep-

tember.  Flying any time but we eat 

at 6:00 p.m. – rain or shine, literally! 

For those participating we ask that 

you bring something for the grill – 

enough to feed (at least) you and 

your guests  –OR- bring a dish to 

pass –OR- bring your own (non-

alcoholic) beverage.  Something for 

the grill: The obvious choices are 

burgers, sausages/brats and hotdogs 

- but other alternatives are welcome. 

If you bring it we will cook it! We’ve 

cooked pork tenderloin and chops, 

salmon, venison burgers, steaks and 

more. Don't forget the buns. 

We start cooking about 5:30 p.m. - 

having grill items by then helps us 

get everything ready on time. 

Potluck dish to pass: Don’t know 

what to bring, working late? Each 

week we’ll let you know what is 

needed for the next week from 

plates to condiments, charcoal, etc. 

Pick one of the needed items to 

bring instead! Not one to cook? A 

quick stop at local supermarket deli 

for a side salad, or bakery for des-

sert always works! 

From June through August, club 

meetings are held at the field, on the 

second and fourth Wednesday of the 

month at 8 PM .  A great chance to 

fly and socialize.  Winter meetings 

(September through May) are held 

at the Orion Center, 1335 Joslyn, in 

Lake Orion.  Bring a model for Show 

and Tell, enjoy coffee and donuts and 

listen to the speaker of the evening.   

The Skywriter newsletter is available 

online at the Skymasters web site 

and is free to all.  It may also be 

printed from the web site if desired.  

All contributions are welcome.  Please 

send photos and articles to newslet-

ter@skymasters.org  If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in R/C 

Aviation, please give them a link to 

this newsletter or give them a copy 

of an AMA magazine.  It may spark 

their interest! 

Skymasters  Information… 

 

 

2020 Club  Officers  &  Appointees... 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please send all articles, photos 

and announcements to the Sky-

writer editor at: 

newsletter@skymasters.org 

Deadline is the 20th of each 

month.   

The Skywriter newsletter is 

published monthly by the Sky-

masters Radio Control Club of 

Michigan 

www.skymasters.org 

Airplanes 

Helis and 
C/L 

M24 

Lapeer Rd. 

mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.skymasters.org

