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Hi All 

Unfortunately I was out of town for all three of the August events at the field.  

Carolynn and I were in Maine all month taking care of her mom. 

Anyway! I hear the events went very well.  Glad to hear it!  Next on the horizon is the 

Midwest Regional Float Fly under the direction of David Wendt.  The four day event 

(9/10-13) is shaping up nicely.  With the cancelation of E-Jets in Columbus, OH, I plan 

to attend for the first time in several years.  I look forward to seeing lots of float 

planes besides my own for a change!  Please join us Thursday morning to setup if you 

are available!  

Please note, the DNR has required that you MUST register for the float fly in advance due to Covid. NO WALK-UP 

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED! 

As you know, the Metro Detroit modeling community lost a great modeler when Jim Held passed away.  Jim was a 

long time Skymaster and EOC member for years.  I’ll best remember Jim for being part of the team that got indoor 
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flying at Ultimate Soccer going over 10 years ago! 

I’d like to thank John Billinger for keeping the field so nice this year. Every time I have been out the grass has been 

in great shape! 

 
Thanks 

Pete Foss 
President, Skymasters RC 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

FLYING HOURS 
 

QUIET ELECTRICS ONLY from 8AM to 10AM 

and 8PM to 10PM 

The noise limit during these hours is 80 dBa at 10 feet. 

If in doubt, don’t fly.   

Regular flying is permitted between 10 AM and 8 PM 

The noise limit during these hours remains 94 dBa at 10 

feet.   

 

And don’t forget to sign IN and OUT at the podium!! 

 

Front Cover  

Well, after it was (mostly) rained out on the first try, we finally held the 2020 Warbirds and Scale event!  This 

beautiful Waco owned and flown by Scott Taylor won best civilian scale.   

Paul Goelz photo 
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As you may recall at the end of last months article I was 

not sure what I would be writing on this month.  I was 

considering an article on upgrading the cockpit details on 

my Nats “Authentic Scale” Focke Wulf 190-F8 entry for 

the 2021 competition. The problem was that I’d have to 

remove the canopy to do the work and I was fearful that 

I’d ruin it without having a replacement. I made a list of 

things that needed to be upgraded to allow using cockpit 

photos of the full scale aircraft.  I had previously gotten 

advice from World champion Chuck Snyder that you 

should not use photos in your documentation that shows 

that your model is wrong in some way. After much 

thought I decided that to properly document the cockpit 

in my model I need to do some upgrades.  Having found a 

source for the canopy in England, I ordered two.  Unfor-

tunately they arrived too late to do the work for this 

months article. 

  

New canopy for the FW-190 project. 

So my fallback project is to complete a model project 

that was put on hold during my quest to prepare some 

models for the 2020 Nats (sadly, the control line scale 

competition was canceled for 2020). So this months pro-

ject is finishing my Cobra 3 precision aerobatic model.  

As some of you know, my current favorite aerobat is my 

Cobra 2, my update of Bill Werwage’s Nats winning Co-

bra.  My Cobra 3 is a further modification in the series.  

Its differences include the inclusion of retractable 

landing gear and some design modifications to reduce 

weight to offset the weight gain of the retracts. 

The cobra 3 is covered with white Hobby King film and 

was essentially a blank canvas when I set it aside. 

 

The blank canvas. 

What follows Is the paint finishing process. Below is a 

picture of the tools and materials I used. 

 

Materials and tools used in the finishing process. 

In the above picture you can see: 

Rustoleum Painters Touch Gloss Clear spray paint. 

Rustoleum Painters Touch Gloss Purple spray paint. 

Duplicolor gloss universal silver spray paint (lacquer). 

Automotive Touchup brand pre-taped masking film. 

da Vinci brand gold leaf. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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da Vinci brand gold leaf contact glue. 

3M black electrical tape. 

3M blue painters tape. 

Folk Art brand Color Shift Yellow Flash paint. 

Golden brand Buff airbrush paint. 

Golden brand Carbon Black airbrush paint. 

Flylight brand dual action pistol grip airbrush. 

Vinyl frisket paper.* 

Badger brand model 250-4 mini sprayer. 

Black large mesh “fish net” fabric. 

* Frisket paper is used by artists to create masks for 

airbrush or water color work. It is thin and releases 

from artists paper easily.  

On the Cobra 2 model I used a smaller mesh fishnet fab-

ric for masking the snakeskin scales. On Cobra 3 I used 

a much larger mesh fabric which I think I like better. I 

got the material at Joann Fabrics. 

 

Small vs large mesh fishnet fabric. 

The model was covered with White Hobby King film. 

There are 3 things that I really like about the Hobby 

King film covering: 

Economy, a 15ft roll is between $10 and $11. 

Its ease of use. In my experience it is far superior to 

the other popular film coverings in all aspects. 

It is paintable. While other films can be painted, most 

require special preparation to get the paint to stick.  

The Hobby King stuff only requires cleaning to get oily 

fingerprints off. To be honest, I’m not entirely certain 

that you have to do that. It’s just been I lifetime prac-

tice that I do. 

I gave some thought to doing a different paint scheme 

on the Cobra 3 compared to the snakeskin scheme I did 

on Cobra 2. 

 

Cobra 2 snakeskin finish. 

In the end I decided to keep the Cobra 2 scheme on the 

cobra 3 with two exceptions. The first is the color.  On 

my snakeskin paint jobs, I use a unique color shift paint.  

This paint shows a different color based on lighting and 

viewing angle.  Color shift paint is often used on custom 

car finishes.  The automotive paint is unbelievably ex-

pensive.  A couple of years ago I found a water based 

color shift craft paint at Michaels craft stores. It is the 

Folk Art brand Color Shift series and sells for about $4 

for a 2oz bottle.  I have found that the craft paints 

have a pretty high pigment load and thus provide excel-

lent coverage with one brushed coat. On Cobra 2 I used 

the Green Flash color for the scales.  I tried several 

other color shift colors on my trusty Quickie 500 test 

wing before selling on the Yellow Flash color for Cobra 3.   

So, the first step in the process is to do all of the mask-

ing.  For masking the paint edges, I’ve mostly given up on 

paper tapes as they have a tendency to allow paint to 

creep under the edges.  Some of the newer paper tapes 

have “paint block” edges and those tapes are better but 

still don’t give a “fine” edge. 3M makes an automotive 

vinyl tape called “Fine Line”.  It is very good (and very 

expensive). I have found that 3M electrical tape is an 

excellent substitute. It’s inexpensive, leaves the fine 

edge I want and is able to do tight curves without wrin-

kling. The electrical tape is 3/4” wide.  When I need to 

do very tight curves I cut it to 3/8” wide strips on a 

piece of glass I have in my shop. For the Cobra 3 I used 

that technique.

 

Electrical tape for masking. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Canopy masking with electrical tape. 

The above picture shows the use of blue painters tape 

outside of the black electrical tape just prior to painting 

the silver canopy color.  In the past, I’ve looked at dif-

ferent paint techniques to get a chrome look.  Most 

techniques require a black undercoat to achieve a more 

chrome like appearance when you apply a silver topcoat.  

I intended to try that and then forgot (senior moment)

….maybe next time.  

For masking large open areas I use an Automotive prod-

uct where pre-taped clear plastic in a packaged in a roll.  

Very easy to use, its available from https://

www.automotivetouchup.com/   

 

Pre-taped masking plastic film. 

For smaller areas I use wide blue painters tape alone or 

with paper.  

For the Cobra 3 name mask I started by finding a font in 

my word processor that has a look that I like.  In this 

case I wanted thick letters and found the font called 

“Impact” looked good in bold/italic.  I printed it at 216 

point size to yield 3” text. For the numeral 3 on the tail 

I had a problem. I wanted to keep the italics angle as it 

looks good on the swept fin.  So on the left side the 

swept back italic number is perfect. But on the right 

side of the fin, the italic number angles forward and 

looks goofy to me.  It turns out that there are no for-

ward slant italic versions of this font. Luckily, if you turn 

a “3” over and rotate it 180 degrees you get a backward 

swept italic letter. This doesn’t work with all characters. 

It doesn’t work for a “2” which I needed for the Cobra 2 

tail. To make the text masks I take the full size printed 

name and apply a light coat of 3M 77 spray adhesive to 

the front side of the printed sheet. I let it dry for a 

minute or so and then place the sprayed paper face down 

on the BACK of the frisket sheet and smooth it by hand. 

 

Text pattern applied to the back of the frisket 

sheet. 

I then take an Xacto knife with a NEW #11 blade and 

carefully hand cut the stencil.  For reference, this sten-

cil took about 20 minutes to cut. 

 

Hand cutting the mask frisket. 

 

Finished mask frisket. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Once all of the basic masking is complete I clean all of 

the areas to be painted with denatured alcohol that I 

buy at Home Depot. 

For the base color I chose to use Rustoleum Painters 

touch gloss purple.  This is the color that will end up de-

fining the margins around the snakeskin scales.  I applied 

2 light coats about 30 minutes apart.  I allowed the paint 

to dry 24 hours as required in the paint can directions. 

The following day I prepared and applied the mesh mask-

ing material. 

To do that, I cut pieces of the mesh fabric large enough 

to do the top and bottom of each wing half, each hori-

zontal stabilizer half, the fuselage top and the “Cobra” 

lettering. I then put down wax paper on my work surface 

and laid out one piece on masking fabric.  I used 3M 77 

spray contact glue to spray a medium coat of adhesive 

over the entire mask.  While the adhesive is still wet I 

carefully lift the fabric off of the wax paper. I care-

fully hold the fabric just above the wing to get it aligned 

the way I want it. I then lower it into position and 

smooth it over the top and bottom surface of the wing. 

 

Smoothing the mesh fabric on the wing. 

It is critical that the material is tight to the wing sur-

face everywhere.  If it isn’t tight to the surface the 

next step will leak under the mask.  The only fix is to 

strip the finish and start over….(frazzlefrack).   

OK, so how would you do that?? I have done this many 

times on my Quickie 500 test wing.  I put on some latex 

gloves and use lacquer thinner or acetone with paper 

towels.  It takes a bit of time but the paint will come off 

and the film covering will be unharmed. 

So once the fish net mesh is applied on all surfaces we 

can advance to the next step which is applying the color 

shift paint.  As it comes out of the bottle, The folk Art 

color shift paint is too thick to spray with the Badger 

250-4 mini sprayer.  I thin the paint 50/50 with straight 

denatured alcohol.  You can thin with water if you want 

but I find that the alcohol flashes out of the paint very 

quickly leaving the un-thinned (now thicker) paint on the 

surface.  The paint is less likely to run (I do the same 

thing when I thin latex paints on my scale models). 

When you thin the paint this much you will need several 

coats.  In this example I did 3 light coats about 30 min-

utes apart. 

 

Adding 3 light coats of yellow flash color shift paint. 

The next step is to do the snake skin pattern.  The scale 

mask remains in place for this step.  I researched snake-

skin patterns on the internet and printed pictures of 

patterns that I thought looked good like the one below. 

 

Snakeskin pattern. 

I modified it a little and made my personal design.  To 

apply the pattern to the scale mask, I sketched the ba-

sic shapes on the mask with a black marking pen. Next, I 

loaded a small amount of black paint into the airbrush 

cup.  The Golden brand airbrush paint that I used is the 

proper consistency for an airbrush right out of the bot-

tle. I set the air pressure at 15 psi and adjusted the 

paint flow to get a small dot pattern where the dot is 

smaller than 1 opening in the mask.  Using that setting I 

did all of the repeating patterns.  Real snakeskin pat-

terns have variation so I went back and added the varia-

tion to the basic patterns. There are also randomly 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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shaped patterns that I added. 

 

Adding variation to the basic pattern. 

Next I cleaned the airbrush and switched to a buff 

color Golden brand airbrush paint to add the highlights 

to the basic patterns. This step really adds life to the 

simulated snakeskin look. 

 

Adding buff colored highlights. 

Once all of the airbrush work is done, I let the paint dry 

while I work on the gold leaf numerals.  The masks were 

installed at the same time as the Cobra name so they are 

ready to go.  The first step is to apply the da Vinci 

brand water based contact adhesive to the numeral 3 

masks.  A single light coat is all that is necessary.  This 

needs to dry for 1 hour before the gold leafing is ap-

plied.  When dry you simply take a pinch of the gold leaf 

flakes out of the bag and drop them on the mask.  I then 

take a 3/8” diameter stiff artists brush to spread and 

scrub the leaf material onto the adhesive.  Add more 

leaf to the mess if necessary. It will look terrible right 

now..  Now I take a Kleenex tissue wadded into a ball to 

burnish the surface and remove the excess leaf mate-

rial. By this time the airbrush paint will be dry so you can 

apply a coat of clear over the snakeskin, the Cobra name 

and the numerals.  I use the matching chemistry 

Rutoleum Painters Touch Gloss Clear for this.  

It is time for the big reveal.  Strip off all of the mask-

ing materials and examine the whole model looking for 

paint that may have gotten under the field masking ma-

terials.  I use acetone or lacquer thinner to remove any 

over spray from the Hobby King film. 

So here it is. 

 
Completed Cobra 3. 

In the sunlight the color shifts from yellow to bronze to 

green depending on your viewing angle.   

I hope you like the look.  A closing note: this technique 

can be used with almost any fabric with an open weave 

pattern.  Many years ago I used a lace fabric as a mask 

and it looked pretty good.  You can dress up an ARF to 

make it “your own” and set it off from the standard ver-

sion you see at the field all of the time (Tip: don’t use 

solvent based paint on foam models unless you really 

know what you are doing). 

So that's it for this month.  Now that I have a replace-

ment canopy for the FW-190 project, next month will be 

about the mods to the cockpit and canopy itself.  

 

Steve Kretschmer 

 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Control Line FunFly 
Saturday, August 8th 

The weather couldn’t have been better for flying control line at our 4th annual Control Line Fly-In, with warm tem-

peratures and blue skies.  This year the event was rescheduled from our usual mid-June date to August 8, due to the 

COVID-related closures and limitations that we experienced earlier.  Attendance was a little down from last year—

to be expected given the rescheduling as well as the COVID environment we’re currently in.  Nonetheless, we had a 

good mix of Skymasters members and friends from other clubs that came out to fly control line on our main field, 

which is always a treat! 

     As the pictures show, there was a fine assortment of glow and electric planes that flew.  The afternoon wasn’t 

completely free of airplanes making unexpected contact with terra firma, but the carnage was minimal, with a couple 

of damaged birds going home to be repaired to fly another day (one of mine included ☹). 

     As usual, we had a pilots’ raffle for a nice assortment of prizes.  The odds were good this year to win something, 

due to the lower turnout, and an extra prize being donated by a generous pilot.  Our top prize this year, like in years 

past, was a control-line kit—a Brodak Ringmaster.  It was one by--ME!  I guess the pressure is on for me to get-r-

done for our 5th annual event next year--hope to see you there! In the meantime, come visit, watch and fly control 

line with us at the Skymasters “South” field throughout the flying season. Thursdays have been a popular day to fly 

recently, and the South field looks better than ever. 

Jim Satawa 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=364


 

The Skywriter, September 2020, page 9 

WingIt Judging 
Sunday, August 9th 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=366
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Warbirds and Scale 
Sunday, August 16th 

The 2020 Skymaster’s Warbirds and Scale 

Event was (finally!) held on August 16, organ-

ized by event directors Greg Brausa and Phil 

Saunders.  While the weather was not prom-

ising early in the day, after some patient 

waiting things cleared up and the event got 

underway with over 22 pilots participat-

ing.  Mainly military aircraft were repre-

sented (jets as well as the traditional propel-

ler varieties) but there were also some nota-

ble civilian aircraft such as Scott Taylor’s 

beautifully detailed electric WACO.  As al-

ways, the “Seagulls over the Dumpster” made 

an appearance from PMAC.  This is our 

“formation” flying of the small EDF jets that 

we perform with PMAC. 

The winners of the Best in Show were as 

follows: 

Best Military: 50cc Spitfire by Dave 

Wienczak 

Best Civilian: Electric Waco by Scott Tay-

lor 

Thanks to all who participated!!   

Phil Saunders 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=365
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http://www.skymasters.org/index.php?page=events&type=detail&event=mwrff
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http://unitedflying.blogspot.com/
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Notice: 
 

The Retirees and 
Wannabes Breakfast 

At Red Olive 
 

Is cancelled until further 
notice due to COVID-19 

Notice: 
 

The Skymasters 
Breakfast 

At Iris Café 
 

Is cancelled until further notice 
due to COVID-19 

Breaking News: 
 

The field is now 
OPEN!   

 
In addition to the usual social 

distancing requirements, we are 
now required to sign in AND 
OUT.  This is for contact 

tracing purposes if needed so…. 
DON’T FORGET!! 

 
Log into the web site to get the 

new gate code.     
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September 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

MWRFF 

9:30—3PM 

7 Lakes Park 

Holly, MI 

11 

MWRFF 

9:30—3PM 

7 Lakes Park 

Holly, MI 

12 

MWRFF 

9:30—3PM 

7 Lakes Park 

Holly, MI 

13 

MWRFF 

9:30—3PM 

7 Lakes Park 

Holly, MI 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

UFO Memo-

rial Fly and 

Corn Roast 

11A—4P 

UFO field 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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The Skymasters field is located in 

Lake Orion, within the Bald Mountain 

Recreational Area on Scripps Road, 

between M24 and Joslyn (see map).  

A recreation passport or sticker is 

required and can be obtained from 

the Park Headquarters located on 

Greenshield Road or you can check 

the box on your tab renewal for a 

“Recreational Passport”.   

Flying hours: 

QUIET ELECTRICS ONLY from 

8AM to 10AM and 8PM to 10PM.  

The noise limit is 80dBa at ten 

feet.  Regular flying is permitted 

between 10 AM to 8 PM.  The 

noise limit is 94 dBa at 10 feet.  

These noise limits are enforced. 

Student Instruction & Pot Luck 
Every Wednesday, May through Sep-

tember.  Flying any time but we eat 

at 6:00 p.m. – rain or shine, literally! 

For those participating we ask that 

you bring something for the grill – 

enough to feed (at least) you and 

your guests  –OR- bring a dish to 

pass –OR- bring your own (non-

alcoholic) beverage.  Something for 

the grill: The obvious choices are 

burgers, sausages/brats and hotdogs 

- but other alternatives are welcome. 

If you bring it we will cook it! We’ve 

cooked pork tenderloin and chops, 

salmon, venison burgers, steaks and 

more. Don't forget the buns. 

We start cooking about 5:30 p.m. - 

having grill items by then helps us 

get everything ready on time. 

Potluck dish to pass: Don’t know 

what to bring, working late? Each 

week we’ll let you know what is 

needed for the next week from 

plates to condiments, charcoal, etc. 

Pick one of the needed items to 

bring instead! Not one to cook? A 

quick stop at local supermarket deli 

for a side salad, or bakery for des-

sert always works! 

From June through August, club 

meetings are held at the field, on the 

second and fourth Wednesday of the 

month at 8 PM .  A great chance to 

fly and socialize.  Winter meetings 

(September through May) are held 

at the Orion Center, 1335 Joslyn, in 

Lake Orion.  Bring a model for Show 

and Tell, enjoy coffee and donuts and 

listen to the speaker of the evening.   

The Skywriter newsletter is available 

online at the Skymasters web site 

and is free to all.  It may also be 

printed from the web site if desired.  

All contributions are welcome.  Please 

send photos and articles to newslet-

ter@skymasters.org  If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in R/C 

Aviation, please give them a link to 

this newsletter or give them a copy 

of an AMA magazine.  It may spark 

their interest! 

President: Pete Foss Oxford president@skymasters.org 
Vice Pres.:     John Billinger Troy vicepresident@skymasters.org 
Secretary: Phil Saunders Rochester Hills secretary@skymasters.org 
Treasurer: Jim Satawa Lake Orion treasurer@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Paul Goelz Rochester Hills at.large3@skymasters.org  

EOC at large Dave Stanley Lake Orion  at.large2@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Steve Kretschmer Oakland at.large1@skymasters.org 

Membership: Bob Chapdelaine Oxford membership@skymasters.org 
Editor: Paul Goelz Rochester Hills newsletter@skymasters.org 
CFI Ken Gutelius Lake Orion cfi@skymasters.org 
CSO Greg Brausa Metamora cso@skymasters.org 

Skymasters  Information… 

 

 

2020 Club  Officers  &  Appointees... 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please send all articles, photos 

and announcements to the Sky-

writer editor at: 

newsletter@skymasters.org 

Deadline is the 20th of each 

month.   

The Skywriter newsletter is 

published bi-monthly by the 

Skymasters Radio Control Club 

of Michigan 

www.skymasters.org 

Airplanes 

Helis and 
C/L 

M24 

Lapeer Rd. 

http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
http://www.skymasters.org

