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Hi All 

Wow talk about perfect weather for the Midwest Regional Float Fly 

under the direction of David Wendt.  The four-day event (Sept. 10-13) 

went absolutely great.  Thursday and Sunday were well attended with 

about 20 pilots each day.  Friday and Saturday were spectacular with 

most of the 53 registered pilots attending either or both days. Thanks 

David, Bob Donahue, Fred and Edith Engleman and everyone who helped 

setup and teardown for such a well-run event!  Paul should have literally 

hundreds of pictures from Jon Grigsby and others! (Yup, I do, including the photo above) 

Upcoming events include John Hoover's Jet Jamboree at PMAC this Sunday (10/4) afternoon and 

Skymasters Night Fly next Friday evening 10/9.  Keep an eye on the email list and Facebook since 

we plan to move to Saturday evening 10/10 if the weather doesn't cooperate on Friday.  Note at 
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both events no food or drinks will be provided or be available from the hosts so BYO. 

On October 17th, we will have a field closing work party and bonfire.  We have permission from 

the ranger to clean up the brush on both sides of the entrance road so bring out your loppers, 

chain saws, etc. 

Finally, WE WILL BE ABLE TO HOST INDOOR FLYING AT ULTIMATE SOCCER!!! Fred Engle-

man has stepped up again to coordinate the 25 sessions. Please check out the club website and 

read the Covid-19 rules imposed on us by the state and Ultimate soccer. 

Thanks, 

Pete 
 
Pete Foss 
President, Skymasters RC 

(Continued from page 1) 
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From the 2020 Midwest Regional Float Fly……. 

Jon Grigsby photo 

Phil Saunders: Hey Greg, when was 

the last time you flew 

control line? 

Greg Brausa: Um…. not since the 

Beatles released their 
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As I mentioned in a previous article on preparing my FW-

190 for competition in the control line scale AMA Na-

tionals, the cancellation of the 2020 event allows me to 

dive a little deeper in improving the models competitive-

ness.  The only thing remaining to be done is the cockpit.  

As it is, its not bad, but it can be better.The issue was 

that to do the work, the canopy needed to be removed.  

After a lot of searching, I found a source for the Brian 

Taylor FW-190 canopy that is the basis of my model.  I 

ordered 2 from the supplier in England. 

 

The starting point. 

The first task was to remove the existing canopy with 

the least damage to the fuselage.  I took an Xacto knife 

with a chisel blade and worked it under the canopy to 

fuselage joint and worked it around the canopy perime-

ter.  It came off far easier than I thought it would with 

very little damage to the fuselage itself. Moving forward 

I will break the project into 4 sections: 

 Upper cockpit areas 

 Instrument panel 

 Pilot 

 Canopy. 

Upper cockpit 

This area includes the flat deck behind the pilot ans the 

hood above the instrument panel.  The original rear deck 

was painted the wrong color and was completely devoid 

of surface details.  The proper color is a dark gray. The 

rear deck in the full scale plane shows hatches and stiff-

eners.  I made the hatches out of 0.010” polystyrene 

sheet and glued them to the deck surface.  The fore-

word most hatch is hinged with a piano style hinge.  To 

simulate the hinge I sanded a length of 1/16” aluminum 

rod to a “D” cross section and then used a razor saw to 

cut partially through the shape as I’ve done in the past.

 

Simulated piano hinge. 

 

Dressed rear deck. 

Another change in this area is the way the armored 

headrest is supported.  I made the supports out of poly-

styrene angle stock and aluminum rods. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Armored headrest supports. 

Once the construction was finished I sprayed the proper 

color using my Badger #250-4 mini sprayer. 

  

Painting the cockpit rear deck. 

The hood over the instrument panel needed 3 correc-

tions. The hood needed to have hand hold slots which I 

made with my Dremel tool and jewelers files. It also 

needed a padded edge and a reflex gun site. I installed a 

rubber “U” channel to the edge. The gunsight has 2 glass 

reflector plates that I made out of 0.010 clear plastic. 

In the real gun sight one of the reflectors is tinted neu-

tral gray as a sun shield.  I simulated it by spraying it 

with “smoke” colored acrylic paint. The Gunsight also has 

a reticule projector lens that I made out of a 1/2” di-

ameter 1/16” tall aluminum ring to hold the lens.  I made 

the lens by pulling a piece of heated clear plastic over a 

3/8” diameter steel ball. I trimmed the plastic dome to 

fit the aluminum ring. 

 

Making the gunsight projector lens. 

 

Finished gunsight projector lens. 

 

Completed panel hood mods. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The next upgrade was the instrument panel itself.  On 

the full scale FW-190 there is an upper and lower panel 

painted medium gray. In my model I used a vacuum 

formed 1 piece upper and lower panel painted black and 

gray. 

  

Original instrument panel. 

To correct the problem I repainted the entire cockpit 

interior in the proper RLM02 gray color.  I then made a 

new upper panel out of fiberglass sheet. For the instru-

ment faces I downloaded instrument pictures and 

printed them to the proper scale on glossy paper. I used 

sharpened brass tubes to remove the instrument faces 

from the photo paper. 

 

Printed instrument faces and cutting tools. 

I noticed that the white cut edge of the instrument 

faces really stood out in a bad way.  To fix that I used a 

black Sharpie pen to blacken the exposed edge 

 

Upper panel ready for instruments. 

 

Finished upper panel. 

Using the same method I replaced the instrument in the 

lower panel.  In the full scale plane, the upper panel is 

mounted closer to the pilot so when I installed it in the 

model, I made some stand-offs to create the depth dif-

ference. The full scale cockpit has a number of knobs, 

levers, handle etc.  I had to decide How far to take the 

duplication work as some of this stuff is small at 100% 

and thus really tiny at 1/7 scale. I decided to reproduce 

much of the larger things and skip the really small thing.  

The things I added I made out of aluminum wire, brass 

tubing and plastic rod. An example is shown below where 

I made 2 prominent push buttons out of 2-56 jamb nuts 

and small pieces of aluminum wire. 

 

Parts for Faux “push buttons”. 

 

Completed parts ready to install. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The completed ‘office” 

When I originally built the model there were very few 

full pilot figures available.  Making matters worse, there 

weren’t any in the 1/7 sale of the model. There was a 

company that made light weight pilots with a generic 

WWII uniform in 1/8 and 1/6 scale.  The 1/6 scale was 

way to big to look right so “Hans” is 1/8 scale and not 

authentic looking.  Fast foreword to the present and 

there are some nice pose-able pilot figures with proper 

uniforms and flight gear. One such company is “Warbird 

Pilots”. They have a 10” German fighter pilot that looks 

good.  I was surprised to find that the pilot only weighs 

4oz.  So, I took out a mortgage on the house and in a 

week “Franz” was in my shop. It turns out that “Hans” 

weighed 2.1oz which means I have a 1.9oz penalty with 

“Franz”. When I tried to fit “Franz” into the model it 

was a no-go. Schmikelfriz!! After a bit of study I saw 

two issues. “Franz” has long legs and a very fat seat 

style parachute. So, since you can’t see the lower half of 

his legs under the instrument panel and you can’t see the 

‘chute when he’s sitting on it, I did the necessary mods 

and he now fits. On top of it all, shortening his legs, get-

ting rid of his huge boots and removing the “chute saved 

an ounce resulting in a mere 1.1oz penalty. Well worth it 

to get a proper looking pilot. 

 
Hans (right) and Franz (left). 

 

Franz in the cockpit. 

As you can see, Franz is more bulky than Hans and takes 

up more space in the cockpit.  The advantage with that is 

I didn’t have to do a lot of work in the cockpit side con-

soles since his arms block most of the view. 

The final thing on the cockpit upgrade project is to 

dress up the canopy and install it. 

The first addition is the frame around the windscreen 

and sliding portion of the canopy.  To make the part pat-

tern I used a piece of 1/8” solder wire and formed it 

over the outside of the canopy where the frame goes. 

Using the formed solder wire as a template I made the 

frame out of 1/8” lite plywood. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Canopy front frame and solder template. 

This took some fiddling to get a good fit. When I was 

satisfied with the fit I masked both sides of the glue 

line and epoxied it in place. The masking makes sure that 

you don’t smear epoxy where you don’t want it. 

 

Canopy frame glue line masking  

The FW-190 canopy has 3 Highly visible features that 

must be included.  It has an armored windscreen. In the 

full scale plane, the armor glass is 2” thick and has some 

unique mounting means. The glass armor mounted inside 

of the plastic windscreen so there were brackets inside 

that held it in place.  The exterior windscreen frame had 

3 recesses for the bolts that attach the inside frame 

against the armor glass. 

 

Windscreen armored glass mounting. 

I made some wood strips to fit inside of the models’ can-

opy to allow me to machine the deep recesses for the 

bolts.  After shaping the strips, I primed and painted 

them before installing them. As with the previously in-

stalled frame, I masked the glue line and epoxied them 

in place. I used a spacer to keep them aligned for the 

next step of adding the .25” acrylic simulated armor 

glass. 

I installed the armor with small hidden dabs of clear 

E6000silicone glue. Next I laid out the location of the 

bolt recesses and machined the pockets with my Dremel 

router.  Once the internal canopy features were in-

stalled I strapped Franz in his seat and secured him with 

some nylon twine across his lap under his jacket and 

through holes I drilled in the cockpit floor. 

 

Franz strapped in the cockpit. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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The Skywriter, October 2020, page 8 

Next I glued the canopy in place with RC-56 canopy glue 

and held it in place over night with masking tape straps. 

 

RC-56 glue used to glue the canopy in place. 

 

Canopy taped in place until the glue dries. 

The final must have feature on the canopy is a really odd 

thing.  There is a 2ft. Long section of piano hinge on the 

top if the canopy going from the canopy frame aft along 

the center line. What??? While researching the canopy I 

saw an odd strip of metal on top of the canopy. After 

more searching I found that it is a hinge and after even 

more reading I discovered the purpose.  It turns out 

that there are guides at the front of the canopy that 

run in metal channels while the canopy is being opened.  

The fuselage gets narrower along the length of the 

cockpit and the guide pins want to pinch the front of the 

canopy together while it is opening.  The piano hinge al-

lows the pinching to occur without breaking the plastic.  

Is that weird or what? Anyway, I machined a faux piano 

hinge out of 0.010 polystyrene sheet.  I will paint it and 

install it later.

 

Canopy flex piano hinge. 

The final step involves masking off the “glass” and using 

fillers to fair the canopy into the fuselage and creating 

the parting line.  This is a tedious multi step process I’ll 

cover next time along with some odds and ends details 

and possibly prep for painting.   

 

I hope you are enjoying these articles.   

 

Until next month…. 

 

Steve Kretschmer 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Every Circle Needs a Center 

 

As the control line "regulars" discussed various improvements that could be made to make our South Field con-

trol line circle even better, the subject of leveling and better-defining the center of the circle kept coming 

up. 

After throwing around various ideas, it was decided that installing an 8-foot diameter circle of outdoor car-

peting may just be the ticket. Materials and tools were gathered, and a small work party showed up on a re-

cent Saturday morning to get the job done.  It turned out great, and it is a vast improvement over the lumpy 

turf that used to define the center.  Here, you can see Phil Saunders giving his opinion (Phil? opinionated?) to 

Steve Kretschmer on what ought to be done next.  Great job to all that participated--you know who you are :

-).  
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2020 Midwest Regional Float Fly 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=367
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Notice: 
 

The Retirees and 
Wannabes Breakfast 

At Red Olive 
 

Is cancelled until further 
notice due to COVID-19 

Notice: 
 

The Skymasters 
Breakfast 

At Iris Café 
 

Is cancelled until further notice 
due to COVID-19 

Breaking News: 
 

The field is now 
OPEN!   

 
In addition to the usual social 

distancing requirements, we are 
now required to sign in AND 
OUT.  This is for contact 

tracing purposes if needed so…. 
DON’T FORGET!! 

 
Log into the web site to get the 

new gate code.     
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October 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premiere 

Sports Center 

2 3 

4 

John’s Jet 

Jam 

3PM 

PMAC field 

5 6 7 8 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premiere 

Sports Center 

9 

Night Electric 

FunFly 

6PM 

Scrips Field 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premiere 

Sports Center 

16 17 

Field Closing 

work party 

18 19 20 21 22 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premiere 

Sports Center 

23 24 

25 26 27 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Ultimate 

Soccer 

28 29 

Indoor Flying 

9AM—3PM 

Premiere 

Sports Center 

30 31 
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The Skymasters field is located in 

Lake Orion, within the Bald Mountain 

Recreational Area on Scripps Road, 

between M24 and Joslyn (see map).  

A recreation passport or sticker is 

required and can be obtained from 

the Park Headquarters located on 

Greenshield Road or you can check 

the box on your tab renewal for a 

“Recreational Passport”.   

Flying hours: 

QUIET ELECTRICS ONLY from 

8AM to 10AM and 8PM to 10PM.  

The noise limit is 80dBa at ten 

feet.  Regular flying is permitted 

between 10 AM to 8 PM.  The 

noise limit is 94 dBa at 10 feet.  

These noise limits are enforced. 

Student Instruction & Pot Luck 
Every Wednesday, May through Sep-

tember.  Flying any time but we eat 

at 6:00 p.m. – rain or shine, literally! 

For those participating we ask that 

you bring something for the grill – 

enough to feed (at least) you and 

your guests  –OR- bring a dish to 

pass –OR- bring your own (non-

alcoholic) beverage.  Something for 

the grill: The obvious choices are 

burgers, sausages/brats and hotdogs 

- but other alternatives are welcome. 

If you bring it we will cook it! We’ve 

cooked pork tenderloin and chops, 

salmon, venison burgers, steaks and 

more. Don't forget the buns. 

We start cooking about 5:30 p.m. - 

having grill items by then helps us 

get everything ready on time. 

Potluck dish to pass: Don’t know 

what to bring, working late? Each 

week we’ll let you know what is 

needed for the next week from 

plates to condiments, charcoal, etc. 

Pick one of the needed items to 

bring instead! Not one to cook? A 

quick stop at local supermarket deli 

for a side salad, or bakery for des-

sert always works! 

From June through August, club 

meetings are held at the field, on the 

second and fourth Wednesday of the 

month at 8 PM .  A great chance to 

fly and socialize.  Winter meetings 

(September through May) are held 

at the Orion Center, 1335 Joslyn, in 

Lake Orion.  Bring a model for Show 

and Tell, enjoy coffee and donuts and 

listen to the speaker of the evening.   

The Skywriter newsletter is available 

online at the Skymasters web site 

and is free to all.  It may also be 

printed from the web site if desired.  

All contributions are welcome.  Please 

send photos and articles to newslet-

ter@skymasters.org  If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in R/C 

Aviation, please give them a link to 

this newsletter or give them a copy 

of an AMA magazine.  It may spark 

their interest! 

President: Pete Foss Oxford president@skymasters.org 
Vice Pres.:     John Billinger Troy vicepresident@skymasters.org 
Secretary: Phil Saunders Rochester Hills secretary@skymasters.org 
Treasurer: Jim Satawa Lake Orion treasurer@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Paul Goelz Rochester Hills at.large3@skymasters.org  

EOC at large Dave Stanley Lake Orion  at.large2@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Steve Kretschmer Oakland at.large1@skymasters.org 

Membership: Bob Chapdelaine Oxford membership@skymasters.org 
Editor: Paul Goelz Rochester Hills newsletter@skymasters.org 
CFI Ken Gutelius Lake Orion cfi@skymasters.org 
CSO Greg Brausa Metamora cso@skymasters.org 

Skymasters  Information… 

 

 

2020 Club  Officers  &  Appointees... 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please send all articles, photos 

and announcements to the Sky-

writer editor at: 

newsletter@skymasters.org 

Deadline is the 20th of each 

month.   

The Skywriter newsletter is 

published bi-monthly by the 

Skymasters Radio Control Club 

of Michigan 

www.skymasters.org 

Airplanes 

Helis and 
C/L 

M24 

Lapeer Rd. 

Notice: 

Student 

Night and 

the pot luck 

are can-

celled for 

2020 due to 

COVID-19 

precautions 
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