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Happy New Year 

Hopefully 2021 will be way better!  Can’t be much worse! 

As I stated in my recent email indoor flying is on pause until the end of January.  BUT our 

indoor flying will not restart this season unless we get a new event director.  Due to various 

issues (including Covid-19 and fragile family members) Fred E. and I cannot participate at 

Ultimate for the foreseeable future.  Risks are just too high right now.  If you are inter-

ested in volunteering, please let me know immediately as the board will make a decision 

on January 14th on the status for the rest of the season. 

I see the turn out was great for the Krazy Snow Fly!  Sorry I couldn’t be there.  Thanks Phil and Ken for stepping up 

to replace me as event director.  Great to see many Skymasters and PMAC members there! 

Finally, the FAA final rule on Remote ID has been published.  The full 470 page document is here: 

https://www.faa.gov/news/media/attachments/RemoteID_Final_Rule.pdf 

Bottom line, minimal effect on operations at AMA flying sites.  More effect on park flying where a remote ID trans-

ponder will be required to fly. 

Stay Safe, Pete 

Pete Foss, President, Skymasters RC 

president@skymasters.org 

January, 2021 
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Front Cover  

From the 2020 Krazy Snow Fly….. Great flying weather! 

Steve and Mary Seltmann photo 

On December 18th, Mike, Hassan, Jeff, Shahzad and Shawn joined Joe and I flying 

this afternoon! Got skis, floats, big wheels or handlaunch? 

Pete Foss 
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Time To Spare, Go By Air 
Part 1 – Training for the Private Pilot certificate  

By Ken Gutelius 

For those who don’t know me, I’ve been a member of Skymasters for about 11 years.  I’ve had the honor of serving 

as president for 2 years and am currently the Chief Flight Instructor for the club.  I started my RC career as a 

park flyer using a T-28 foamy that I bought from Flightline Hobby not long after John opened the store in its 

Lapeer Rd location.  I gradually worked my way up in complexity and size to my current primary RC aircraft, a 3D 

Hobby Shop 104” Slick that I have used in IMAC competitions (see my November 2020 newsletter article if you’re 

curious about IMAC). 

I had been interested in flying for many years and repeatedly read from cover to cover a second-hand student pilot 

manual received from my cousin who served in the Air Force.  But in life you only have so much time and money for 

hobbies and from the age of 13, sailing became my hobby.  It was more accessible and a 13-year-old could solo a sail-

boat but not an airplane.  As in flying, I worked my way up the sailing ladder from a 13-foot single hander to a 33-

foot keelboat and raced as both skipper and crew.  For better or worse, the keelboat is what killed my passion for 

sailing.  Maintaining it in racing condition and trying to keep a 6-person crew together ended up sapping my energy.  

But as my enthusiasm for sailing diminished, my interest in flying picked up the slack. 

After about 5 years of RC flying I started to break in my wife to the idea of me becoming a private pilot.  She ap-

proved of the idea in principle, assuming that this would be a retirement “bucket list” sort of thing.  At the very 

least, she assumed it would wait until the kids were out of college.  To give me a taste, she bought me 5 hours of 

training at a flight school for Christmas.  She claims that she thought it would end there.  I suspect that she knew 

otherwise. 

As it turns out, I had a good rapport with the owner of the flight school.  Although I probably would have done it 

anyway, he encouraged me to continue beyond those 5 hours.  In order to defray the cost, I became a certified 

ground instructor and taught at the school.  I also got an “employee discount” on airplane rental that cut my hourly 

cost roughly in half.  This made it much easier to continue training and I am grateful to have been given that oppor-

tunity. 

Fortunately, it only took about 2 more hours to get to my first solo.  If that experience doesn’t feed your enthusi-

asm to finish the job, nothing will.  My younger daughter was there that day and recorded some of it.  When I watch 

that video, I can hear the tension in my voice.  I remember thinking that the safety net was gone.  Once those 

wheels were up, the only one to get them back down safely was me.  As I am still here writing these words, the solo 

was obviously successful.  There would be more challenges to overcome but the energy from that experience would 

sustain me.  It is also one of a handful of memories I go back to when I need help facing the trials of life in general. 

Many may be familiar with the debate about whether RC or full-size flying is more difficult.  I probably won’t settle 

the debate here but can offer my perspective.  Without a doubt I can say that the basics of aircraft control are 

more difficult in RC.  The constantly changing perspective of pilot to aircraft is a challenge that doesn’t exist in the 

full-size world (unless something has gone terribly wrong).  What’s more challenging for the full-size pilot is naviga-

tion, systems management and communications.  On the latter point I will note that, if you ever pursue your full-size 

license, try not to be too intimidated by air traffic control.  You will occasionally run into an unpleasant personality 

or perhaps someone who’s just having a bad day.  But by and large, I have found controllers to be very helpful, pro-

fessional and generally friendly.  Some of them even have a sense of humor. 

With the solo complete, a student pilot moves on to acquire the other experience required before taking a 

“checkride” in order to get a license.  Cross country work comes next.  This is where frustration began to set in for 

me.  There began to be a running joke at the flight school that you could predict the weather based on my intent to 

do a cross country flight.  It seemed that every time I attempted to do one, the weather was awful.  Some flights 

were cancelled before take-off and on my first solo cross country I had to turn back due to weather.  Below is an 

actual screen shot I took on the day I was scheduled to fly a cross country.  With hilarious accuracy, Mother Nature 
(Continued on page 4) 



 

The Skywriter, January 2021, page 4 

had superimposed instrument conditions on my route, conditions in which a student cannot fly.  Unfortunately, this 

story is hardly unique for student pilots training anywhere but the desert southwest. 

 

Mother Nature testing how badly I wanted to become a pilot 

 

The view shortly after I decided to abort my first solo cross-country flight due to weather 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Eventually I got creative and started scheduling the plane on weekday evenings after checking the weather no more 

than 2 days in advance.  This gambit worked and I finally managed to finish my cross-country requirements.   

 

Patience and cunning rewarded with a weeknight solo cross-country flight after 3 weeks of trying 

Another memorable experience from training was the night cross country flight with an instructor.  The specifics of 

training vary from school to school.  At my school, the night cross country was set up as a stress test.  After de-

parting the home airport and landing at two other airports, I was presented with a simulated emergency.  Halfway 

back I was told that the engine and electrical systems had failed and I needed to land at the nearest suitable air-

port, one that was not in the flight plan.  After circling down above the airport I needed to set up for a landing with 

no instruments and no engine power.  Bear in mind that this unfolded at about 11PM.  Completing this test gave me a 

high that lasted into the following morning.  It also taught me, and hopefully the other students who did it, how to 

deal with the unexpected without panicking. 

As was par for the course, I waited several weeks to complete my checkride, scheduling, rescheduling and then re-

scheduling again as the weather was so bad some days that even instrument rated pilots weren’t flying.  Before you 

actually fly your checkride, the examiner gives you a two-hour long knowledge quiz. I ended up taking this portion of 

the test on one of those foggy days just to get it out of the way.  Luckily, the examiner was accommodating on this 

point. 

On the day that I finally took the checkride, the sky was sunny but the wind was howling.  The conditions were at 

the boundaries of my comfort zone for flying solo.  I needed to do about a 15-minute flight to get from the home 

airport to where the checkride would take place.  This was a solo flight since I had been signed off to go take the 

test.  After preflighting I sat in the plane for many minutes as the wind rocked it back and forth, debating whether 

I should go.  I finally decided that there was no way I was going to pass up this opportunity and pushed the start 

button. 

Upon arrival, I was greeted by an airport worker on an aircraft tug who asked me if I needed fuel or anything else.  

I told him that I was there for a checkride and he wished me luck.  I was allowed to choose which part of the test 

to do first.  I decided I wanted to get the cross-country part done first as I was apprehensive about this.  A few 

weeks previous I had been told that another student had gotten lost on her cross country and thereby failed the 

test.  Other stories had involved examiners extending cross country flights until they were sure of the pilot’s navi-

gation skills.  Due to this, I overprepared.  As it turned out, I hit my first checkpoint within 15 seconds of what I 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Notice: 

Please continue to observe social 

distancing and wear a mask if you 

are closer than 6’ from someone.   

 

At the field, don’t forget to sign 

IN and OUT! 

had predicted.  Apparently, this was satisfactory and the cross-country portion was over in less than 10 minutes. 

I would like to say that the rest of the checkride was perfect, but it wasn’t.  There were a few mistakes but nothing 

that the examiner considered grounds for failure.  During a checkride, the examiner is required to tell you if you’ve 

done something that will cause you to fail.  You may then have the option to continue or not.  You can come back later 

to demonstrate any tasks that were unsatisfactory.  After we landed for the last time, I was instructed to taxi back 

to the parking area.  The dreaded words had not been spoken yet and I began to realize that I had passed.  Upon 

shutting down the engine, the examiner said in an almost comically understated way, “Your temporary certificate is 

good for 120 days.  If you don’t receive your permanent certificate by . . .”  About this time, the worker on the tug 

rolled up again and gave me the “did you pass?” look.  I gave him a thumbs up and an ear to ear grin which he re-

turned. 

There are few times as an adult that you get to experience unsullied joy.  Victories so often seem to come at a cost.  

Granted, there were financial costs and frustrations to get to this point.  But they were far from my mind as I flew 

back to the home airport for the first time as a real pilot and later, as I headed out to a celebration dinner with my 

infinitely patient wife and our two daughters.  The icing on the cake was the congratulatory voice message from my 

instructor (which I have never deleted).   

Next month, what to do now that you have your license to learn.  The adventure doesn’t end with the checkride! 

Ken Gutelius 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Special Indoor session at Ultimate 
Sponsored by MIAA 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=371
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2020 Skymasters Krazy Snow Fly 
December 31st (photos by Paul Goelz, Steve and Mary Seltmann) 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=372
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Indoor FlyingIndoor Flying  
 

(AMA required - Click this link for more info) 
 
  

Every Tuesday 

10AM — 1PM 
 

Ultimate Soccer Arenas 
867 S Blvd E, Pontiac, MI 48341 

(North off of Auburn, west of Opdyke.  Click this link for a map) 

Notice: 
 

The Retirees and 
Wannabes Breakfast 

At Red Olive 
 

Is cancelled until further 
notice due to COVID-19 

Notice: 
 

The Skymasters Breakfast 
At Iris Café 

 

Is cancelled until further notice 
due to COVID-19 

Other local area indoor flying 

Premiere Sports Center 

14901 23 mile, Shelby Twp, MI 

(northwest corner of 23 mile and Hayes) 

Every Thursday, 9AM to 3PM 

Electric planes and helis (separate heli space) 
$10/session, AMA required 

Info: Steve Durecki 586-246-4203 (text or voice) 

http://www.stevesindoorflying.com/ 
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http://www.skymasters.org/index.php?page=events&&id=12916
https://goo.gl/maps/SvhmFEVbVb9X1UjeA
https://goo.gl/maps/SvhmFEVbVb9X1UjeA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/14901+23+Mile+Rd,+Shelby+Charter+Township,+MI+48315/@42.6711981,-82.9796773,1075m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x8824e0c6f9790bf3:0x79cf7470c432704a
https://www.google.com/maps/place/14901+23+Mile+Rd,+Shelby+Charter+Township,+MI+48315/@42.6711981,-82.9796773,1075m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x8824e0c6f9790bf3:0x79cf7470c432704a
http://www.stevesindoorflying.com/
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January 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

Indoor flying 

cancelled for 

January.   

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 

Indoor flying 

cancelled for 

January.   

13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 

Indoor flying 

cancelled for 

January.   

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 

Indoor flying 

cancelled for 

January.   

27 28 29 30 

31       
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The Skymasters field is located in 

Lake Orion, within the Bald Mountain 

Recreational Area on Scripps Road, 

between M24 and Joslyn (see map).  

A recreation passport or sticker is 

required and can be obtained from 

the Park Headquarters located on 

Greenshield Road or you can check 

the box on your tab renewal for a 

“Recreational Passport”.   

Flying hours: 

QUIET ELECTRICS ONLY from 

8AM to 10AM and 8PM to 10PM.  

The noise limit is 80dBa at ten 

feet.  Regular flying is permitted 

between 10 AM to 8 PM.  The 

noise limit is 94 dBa at 10 feet.  

These noise limits are enforced. 

Student Instruction & Pot Luck 
Every Wednesday, May through Sep-

tember.  Flying any time but we eat 

at 6:00 p.m. – rain or shine, literally! 

For those participating we ask that 

you bring something for the grill – 

enough to feed (at least) you and 

your guests  –OR- bring a dish to 

pass –OR- bring your own (non-

alcoholic) beverage.  Something for 

the grill: The obvious choices are 

burgers, sausages/brats and hotdogs 

- but other alternatives are welcome. 

If you bring it we will cook it! We’ve 

cooked pork tenderloin and chops, 

salmon, venison burgers, steaks and 

more. Don't forget the buns. 

We start cooking about 5:30 p.m. - 

having grill items by then helps us 

get everything ready on time. 

Potluck dish to pass: Don’t know 

what to bring, working late? Each 

week we’ll let you know what is 

needed for the next week from 

plates to condiments, charcoal, etc. 

Pick one of the needed items to 

bring instead! Not one to cook? A 

quick stop at local supermarket deli 

for a side salad, or bakery for des-

sert always works! 

From June through August, club 

meetings are held at the field, on the 

second and fourth Wednesday of the 

month at 8 PM .  A great chance to 

fly and socialize.  Winter meetings 

(September through May) are held 

at the Orion Center, 1335 Joslyn, in 

Lake Orion.  Bring a model for Show 

and Tell, enjoy coffee and donuts and 

listen to the speaker of the evening.   

The Skywriter newsletter is available 

online at the Skymasters web site 

and is free to all.  It may also be 

printed from the web site if desired.  

All contributions are welcome.  Please 

send photos and articles to newslet-

ter@skymasters.org  If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in R/C 

Aviation, please give them a link to 

this newsletter or give them a copy 

of an AMA magazine.  It may spark 

their interest! 

President: Pete Foss Oxford president@skymasters.org 
Vice Pres.:     John Billinger Troy vicepresident@skymasters.org 
Secretary: Phil Saunders Rochester Hills secretary@skymasters.org 
Treasurer: Jim Satawa Lake Orion treasurer@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Paul Goelz Rochester Hills at.large3@skymasters.org  

EOC at large Dave Stanley Lake Orion  at.large2@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Steve Kretschmer Oakland at.large1@skymasters.org 

Membership: Bob Chapdelaine Oxford membership@skymasters.org 
Editor: Paul Goelz Rochester Hills newsletter@skymasters.org 
CFI Ken Gutelius Lake Orion cfi@skymasters.org 
CSO Greg Brausa Metamora cso@skymasters.org 

Skymasters  Information… 

 

 

2020 Club  Officers  &  Appointees... 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please send all articles, photos 

and announcements to the Sky-

writer editor at: 

newsletter@skymasters.org 

Deadline is the 20th of each 

month.   

The Skywriter newsletter is 

published bi-monthly by the 

Skymasters Radio Control Club 

of Michigan 

www.skymasters.org 

Airplanes 

Helis and 
C/L 

M24 

Lapeer Rd. 

http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
http://www.skymasters.org

