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Happy September?  Summer was too short!!! 

First off events!  Warbirds and Scale was held on 8/15.  We had a pretty good 

turnout of members and other local flyers!  I had a great time flying my 80 

mm Freewing A-10 and T-33!  Thanks Phil Saunders for CDing the event.  That 

was followed a week later on 8/22 by John Hoover’s Wing It competition.  See 

John’s write up in this newsletter. 

In September, we have the Mid West Regional Float Fly under the direction of 

David Wendt. Should be a great event up at Seven Lakes.  

I also plan to host a night fly and bonfire in late September or early October depending on the 

weather.  Keep an eye out for an announcement! 

We extended Student and Family Night till the end of September, weather permitting.  Hope to see lots 

of you out there.  We are starting to get several spouses (besides Carolynn) coming out which is just fan-

tastic!  
(Continued on page 2) 
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One final note about field etiquette, when you unlock the gate, relock the chain to the gate and spin 

the combination.  We don’t want the lock to be stolen or the combination easily known to outsiders. 

 Thanks and fly safe! 

Pete 

Pete Foss, President 

Skymasters RC 

president@skymasters.org 

(Continued from page 1) 

Its Skymasters Student Night and Pot Luck Every Wednesday 

at the field through September! Flying & instruction any time 

but we eat at 6PM 
 

For those participating we ask that you: 

 Bring something for the grill – enough to at least feed you and 

your guests 

 Bring a dish to pass (see notes below) 

 Bring your own (non-alcoholic) beverage 

We eat at 6pm – rain or shine!  The potluck is sustained by 

those participating, with no expense to the club. 

Something for the grill:  

The obvious choices are burgers, sausages/brats and hotdogs - but other alternatives are welcome.  If you 

bring it - we will cook it!   Already this year we have cooked pork tenderloin and chops, salmon, venison bur-

gers and more. 

Don't forget the buns if appropriate for your contribution! 

We start cooking about 5:30 - having grill items available by then helps us get everything ready on time. 

Dish to pass:  Don’t know what to bring?  Each week a board will be up listing supplies needed – from plates 

to condiments, charcoal, etc. Pick one of the needed items to bring instead!  

Not one to cook? A quick stop at local supermarket deli for a side salad, or bakery for dessert always works. 

Front Cover  

A great turnout for the 2021 Skymasters Warbirds and Scale event.  And the weather cooperated too, with beauti-
ful blue skies and low wind!  Many more photos in this issue.   

Paul Goelz photo 

mailto:president@skymasters.org
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“Circling Back” 
By Teo Terry 

 

 

Intro 

As many of you know Steve has decided to take a break 

from writing and Paul has been looking for material to 

help fill the void (editor’s note…. Steve’s column will return 

next month). In an apparent lapse of judgment he asked 

me if I would be interested in writing for the newslet-

ter. Hopefully I will not bore you to death; but if I do, 

please feel free to skip over this column and read the 

next one.  

My interests lie in R/C pattern and C/L stunt. I cur-

rently fly the Advanced sequence and compete on occa-

sion. 

The adjacent photo shows my current pattern plane 

along with my newest C/L model. The Vanquish has been 

flying since 2014 and has logged about 1500 flights. The 

C/L model is a scratch built Legacy 40. 

 

I will keep the column focused on the basics: building, 

power systems, trimming and flying as they relate to R/C 

and C/L. If you have any questions please shoot me a 

note; your questions will help keep the material relevant. 

In the beginning 

Just as with most of us I became fascinated with avia-

tion at a young age which led to an interest in model 

aviation. Growing up in Peru in the 70’s presented a 

unique set of challenges as imports were significantly 

curtailed. Items such as engines, radios, props, spinners, 

hinges, etc. were difficult to obtain. Budget limitations 

also meant that a radio system was out of the question. 

Items such as balsa, tissue paper, cellophane and glue 

were readily available; with a little imagination it was 

enough to get started. 

My first models were simple chuck gliders cut out of a 

single sheet of 1/16 balsa with a 1/4x1/2 stick for the 

fuselage. In time the planes became more complex with 

built wings covered in tissue or cellophane. Living in a 

city meant flying at the local parks where I spent count-

less hours. Occasionally a glider would fly into a 

neighbor’s backyard which meant I had to ring a doorbell 

to retrieve it. It was a little embarrassing but I always 

got the model back. 

In 1978 my mom came back from a trip to the States 

with a big gift for me; a Cox PT-19 C/L trainer.  

 

The notion of having a model powered by an engine was 

mind blowing to me. Thinking back I doubt that the air-

line knew that the fuel and battery needed to run the 

engine were also in her luggage. That would get you in 

trouble nowadays. The box included a catalog of their 

current offerings; I spent many hours trying to decide 

what I would like to get next. 

For those of you who do not know, Cox used to make a 

variety of small glow engines as well as ready to fly mod-

els, both C/L and R/C. They even made radios through a 

partnership with SANWA. Their “high performance” C/L 

models would have a plastic fuselage and a hollow, 

molded foam wing for “lightness” (imagine a hollow 

brick…). Nowadays anything made by Cox can be consid-

ered a collector’s item. 

I am not fond of owner’s manuals but this time I read it 

from cover to cover and more than once. Over the 

course of a few afternoons I learned how to start the 

engine and tune it. I felt ready for my first flight. The 

manual suggested taking off from pavement but flying 

over grass. None of the parks near the house met the 

requirement so the best alternative was to fly off a 

(Continued on page 4) 
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paved basketball court. My mom even allowed me to skip 

school on the big day. 

Well, I probably should have not skipped school… The 

first flight did not go as I had imagined it. The plane got 

airborne after one lap and managed to fly for two more 

laps all the while going on steeper climbs and even 

steeper dives. On the 3rd lap it hit the ground in a 

roughly level attitude. The rubber bands that held it 

together flew off and the plane came apart as designed.  

Nothing was damaged except for the tail skid which had 

been ripped off. The damage was minor but it turned out 

to be a major problem; the rubber bands which held the 

tailplane in place looped around the skid; without it the 

model could not be put back together. None of the glues 

available to me worked so the plane was rendered unfly-

able. In retrospect, it would have been an easy fix re-

quiring a little ply and a few small screws; I just didn’t 

know it then. The engine went through several simple 

balsa sheet models until I finally learned how to fly and 

make the occasional loop or two. 

By age fifteen I got into larger engines; first an ENYA 

15 followed by a pair of Super Tigre 35s. The ST-35s 

were nice engines; they never gave me any trouble and 

always ran well. Along with the larger engines came lar-

ger models, first a Midwest Magician 35 followed by a 

TopFlite Tutor and topped off by a pair of Gieseke No-

blers. The Magician taught me how to fly inverted but it 

was not until the Tutor that I finally learned to fly the 

whole stunt sequence. 

Given my lack of experience the Noblers proved difficult 

to build. The first one had a slightly warped wing but the 

second one came out straight; I guess practice makes 

perfect… To boot, it also flew well. 

  

Late in ’83 the ANAP (Asociación Nacional de Aeromod-

elismo del Peru) decided that it would like to send a 

team to the Pan American competition that was going to 

take place in Santiago de Chile. I believe that the Peru-

vian Air Force provided some funding to help finance the 

trip. Through friends Lan Chile also agreed to give us a 

discount on the airline tickets as well. With the logistics 

covered we just needed to figure out who would get to 

go. At the time we had two R/C pilots capable of com-

peting in F3A along with 5 of us which might be able to 

compete in F2B (C/L aerobatics). Since only 3 spots were 

available for C/L we had a competition to decide who 

would make the team. 

I flew the Tutor and did well enough to make the team 

(top 3 out of 5 makes for pretty good odds).  The photo 

shows one of my qualifying flights. 

 

I decided to take both Noblers. Building the box to 

carry them without any power tools was tough. The mod-

els arrived in Santiago undamaged so the box did its job. 

By the time we arrived at the airport to catch our flight 

we were pretty tired; I just remember a big sense of 

relief once we were seated on the plane. Lan Chile waived 

the baggage fees for the airplane boxes which was quite 

generous of them. Mine was the smallest of the three 

but large enough to fit two 50” models fully assembled; 

none of the C/L models could be taken apart.  Javier and 

Juan were both flying Stilettos powered by ST 46 en-

gines; their boxes were huge which came in handy on the 

return trip. 

The opening ceremony took place the following day. The 

models were processed later that day and each one of us 

was given a gallon of fuel for the competition. To us the 

fuel was worth more than its weight in gold since sourc-

ing the methanol and castor oil to mix our own was a 

challenge. I felt rich. The whole event lasted 5 days in-

cluding a day for practice flights.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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The following day we got a chance to make a few prac-

tice flights which allowed us to tune the engines. Lima is 

very humid whereas Santiago is quite dry: It took each 

one of us a few flights to get the engines sorted out. I 

had to richen the mixture slightly which also meant that 

I also had to carry a little more fuel to be able to get a 

5 1/2 minute engine run. Having a consistent engine run 

is critical in C/L since there the engine has no throttle 

(mostly). 

 

The following day we flew our event. We had 12 pilots 

with participants from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile 

and Peru. For safety each model must be pull tested be-

fore its first flight. My lines failed the test; one of the 

crimps let go. I did not have a spare set so I borrowed 

Juan’s for my flights. It is funny to think that I packed 

two models for the competition but only brought one set 

of lines; not one the brightest moves on my part. It all 

worked out in because I managed to place 9th while 

Javier took 6th and Juan took 10th. The event was won by 

Bene Rodriguez from Brazil flying a Cheyenne of his own 

design powered by a ST .46. He is still active in the 

sport. 

 

Having finished a day early gave us the opportunity to 

tour Santiago in the evening and watch some of the 

other events on the following day. Outdoor free flight 

was interesting, near vertical climb until the timer shut-

offs the engine followed by a glide back to earth. We 

also had a chance to watch some pylon racing (the R/C 

version of a demolition derby) as well the F3A (R/C pat-

tern) preliminaries. The F3A finals were held on closing 

day I think in part because the crowd would enjoy the 

show. The competition was won by a 15 year old from 

Argentina flying a plane of his own design. If you are 

familiar with Flex Innovations you probably know who I 

am referring to. On that day Quique Somenzini was the 

best pilot present. 

After the closing ceremonies we headed back to the ho-

tel to get ready for the flight home. Juan had crashed 

(Continued from page 4) 
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one of his Stilettos which meant that there was room in 

his box for one of mine. We decided to leave my box be-

hind and hand carry one of my Noblers as they were 

relatively small. Once again Lan Chile treated us very 

well; the plane was only 2/3 full so the model travelled in 

the back where the crew normally takes their breaks. 

The fuel that we were given for the competition also 

made the trip home tucked away in one of the boxes.  

A funny note about cultural differences.  Chile is known 

for producing good wines and we were flying in a Chilean 

airline so it was natural for them to showcase their na-

tional products. It is also a Latin custom to be served 

wine with lunch or dinner. I got served on both flights 

although technically I was a minor (17). At the time that 

was perfectly normal and nobody raised an eyebrow. 

Once home the fuel did not last long but we certainly got 

a lot of enjoyment out of it. In August of that year I 

travelled to the U.S. and all of my modeling activities 

were placed on hiatus while I focused on school. Maybe 

one day I will finish the story. 

Next month I will cover the basics of setting up your 

model for its first flight. If anyone has any questions 

about the subject please shoot me a note at 

viva_peru@att.net and I will try to weave the answer 

into the column. 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Early in my days as a Skymaster I remember reading an 

article, I believe written by Joe Finkelstine, that men-

tioned the challenges of maintaining awareness of the 

orientation of your RC plane and of controlling it in those 

various orientations.  Many of us have experienced and/

or witnessed the difficulty of a new RC pilot as they 

make that final turn in the pattern toward themselves.  

More often than not, they roll inverted and head for the 

ground as they struggle the wrap their head around re-

versal of controls. 

Joe also made a reference in that article to the chal-

lenge of disorientation in full size flying.  To many, this 

makes no sense.  If you read responses by Internet 

trolls to stories of disorientation with full scale pilots, 

many are along the lines of “What kind of idiot can’t tell 

which way is up?”  I have read a number of these with 

regard to the crashes that killed Kobe Bryant and JFK 

Junior.  While I am often tempted to question the intel-

ligence of these commentators, the fact is that it’s 

something you have to experience to understand.  What 

follows is an extensive confession of a full-size disorien-

tation situation I experienced followed by some RC re-

lated tips for preventing the loss of a plane due to dis-

orientation.  Feel free to skip ahead if your interest is 

the RC side only. 

From previous articles you may know that I own and fly a 

Grumman Tiger, including in instrument conditions.  The 

first time I took the Tiger into the clouds, things did 

not go as expected.  Although the plane had been up-

graded to near state-of-the-art instrumentation, I had 

not flown in actual instrument conditions for several 

months.  In preparation for my first real instrument 

flight in the Tiger, I had done several hours of “hood 

work” to regain currency and proficiency.  This is where 

you put on a device that blocks your vision outside to 

simulate what it’s like to fly in clouds.  After all that 

waiting, I was anxious to try my new gadgets in real 

world instrument flying.  My plan was to fly from my 

home airport (Oakland County International, commonly 

known as Pontiac) to Saginaw, do an instrument approach 

or two and then come back. 

For those unfamiliar, an instrument approach is a proce-

dure whereby you are guided to an airport by a series of 

carefully defined maneuvers using the electronics in-

stalled in the plane.  These procedures are used when it 

is not possible to acquire the airport visually from a rea-

sonable distance and altitude.  To be legally current to 

fly on instruments, the FAA requires you to perform a 

certain number of approaches in real or simulated in-

strument conditions within a certain time period.  The 

hood work mentioned above included enough approaches 

to make me legal. 

 

The “approach plate” for 27 left, the most frequently used at Pontiac. 

Knowing that being legally current does not make a pilot 

fully proficient, I had waited for the type of conditions 

that met the requirements to perform and log instru-

ment approaches but that were not excessively challeng-

ing.  When you’re potentially rusty and you have new 

equipment, you don’t want to overdo it.  It is well known 

among instrument pilots that flying in actual clouds is 

more difficult than flying under the hood. 

I was cleared to take off from Pontiac’s runway 9 left 

and to climb out on runway heading (due east).  When 

departing a towered airport, you will be handed off to 

the departure controller shortly after takeoff.  That 

(Continued on page 8) 
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controller will direct you on the way to your destination.  

As expected, I got the call and went to change the fre-

quency.  This is when the trouble began.  The frequency 

change should have been a simple button press but when 

I glanced at the radio, I realized that I had not entered 

the departure frequency into the standby box.  I would 

need to dial in the new frequency. 

About this time the plane entered the base of the 

clouds.  I should also mention that I was hand flying the 

plane, not using the autopilot.  As I twiddled the knobs 

to select the required frequency, I noted that the en-

gine was beginning to speed up.  I was supposed to be 

climbing out so this made no sense.  Instinctively, I 

turned and looked forward to figure out what was going 

on.  There was no helpful information there, just the 

shapeless gray of the inside of the cloud and its mois-

ture beginning to collect and stream across the wind-

screen.  For the first time since I started my full size 

flying career, I doubted my ability to control the air-

plane.  It was terrifying. 

I looked down at the instruments to figure out what was 

going on.  My airspeed was increasing and the altimeter 

indicated that I was not climbing but descending.  The 

attitude indicator, directional gyro and turn coordinator 

showed a right turn.  Yet my sense of balance insisted 

that I was climbing straight ahead.  Luckily, the hours of 

training kicked in and I used the instruments to level the 

wings and return to a straight ahead climb.  Now that I 

was climbing straight again as confirmed by the instru-

ments, the balance organs in my inner ear began to insist 

relentlessly that I was now turning left and needed to 

straighten out.  It took everything I had to resist the 

impulse to start turning right again.  This entire se-

quence of events probably lasted 10-15 seconds although 

it seemed much longer.  The controller was never aware 

that anything was amiss, or at least didn’t say anything. 

Around the time I had stabilized the situation, I got the 

call to turn left toward Saginaw.  I needed to activate 

this leg of the trip on the GPS.  It may have occurred to 

me to switch on the autopilot at this point.  Unfortu-

nately, if you do that without having everything set cor-

rectly, the autopilot may do something that you don’t 

want it to do.  I decided it was better to hand fly.  I 

didn’t need another unexpected crisis.  Still fighting my 

right turning tendency, I activated the next leg on the 

GPS and turned left toward Saginaw, continuing the 

climb to my cruising altitude.  When I look back at the 

track log from the flight, I can see that I repeatedly 

drifted right and then corrected as I headed to 

Saginaw. 

 

Once at altitude I took a deep breath and confirmed 

that I had the settings correct for using the autopilot.  

The rest of the flight was conducted with extensive use 

of the autopilot and was uneventful.  One of the good 

decisions I had made was to fly when the conditions 

weren’t too bad and were forecast to improve.  As the 

flight progressed the clouds began to thin out.  I was 

still able to complete one approach at Saginaw and one 

back into Pontiac but through thinner layers of cloud 

than had been present at the beginning of the flight.  

The sight of the runway as I broke out of the clouds at 

Pontiac was more welcome than it had ever been before. 

If you are an aviation fanatic or a pilot you are probably 

familiar with the phenomenon of spatial disorientation.  

There are different types and I had experienced minor 

bouts in my previous instrument flying but nothing seri-

ous or scary.  What I fell victim to on this day is collo-

quially referred to as “the leans” where a turn feels like 

straight and straight feels like a turn.  Those balance 

organs in the inner ear evolved over millions of years of 

having feet firmly planted on the ground.  They don’t 

work well in the three-dimensional world of flying.  This 

is why we need instruments. 

Contributing to the issue was the fact that this was my 

first time flying a Grumman in the clouds.  Although I 

had trained in a Grumman when I first got my license, 

most of my instrument training was in Pipers and Cess-

nas.  The lively handling that makes Grummans so much 

fun to fly in visual conditions makes them slightly less 

desirable in instrument conditions.  Stability is pre-

ferred over responsiveness.  With experience this is not 

so much an issue but the transition to a different plane 

can be a challenge. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Following this incident, I sought some additional training 

and revised my procedures for instrument flights.  Eve-

rything is double checked before entering the runway 

for takeoff.  The radio frequencies are set, the flight 

plan is pulled up on the GPS and the settings are verified 

to be correct so that the autopilot can be engaged im-

mediately.  This prevents unnecessary distraction during 

the busy departure phase.  I also remain vigilant for 

signs of disorientation and maintain an awareness of 

when it is likely to happen.  I am still subject to these 

illusions as is every instrument pilot.  But I am able to 

manage them and have completed numerous instrument 

flights without further difficulties. 

Lest you think I have become one of those pilots who is 

too reliant on automation, let me assure you that I do 

hand fly the plane in instrument conditions on a regular 

basis.  Most in the aviation world will tell you that this is 

necessary to retain proficiency and I wholeheartedly 

agree.  But I always have everything set up such that 

the autopilot can be engaged immediately.  When your 

life (and your passenger’s lives) are on the line, it only 

makes sense to give yourself every possible advantage. 

Now, the promised RC orientation tips.  First comes the 

prevention side starting with choosing which plane to fly 

on which day.  You have probably noticed that certain 

sky conditions make certain planes difficult to see and 

maintain orientation.  A cloudy, gray day may not be the 

best day to fly that warbird with the scale color scheme.  

The camouflage paint that disguised the full-scale planes 

from enemies also disguises them from you standing on 

the ground.  Likewise, small fast planes like ducted fan 

foamies can disappear against the clouds quickly. 

You may have noticed that some RC planes have very dif-

ferent and distinctive top and bottom color schemes.  

These are a simple way to make orientation as obvious as 

possible.  A typical scheme will have contrasting colors 

running span-wise on the upper surface of the wing and a 

rectilinear pattern on the bottom running chord-wise.  

As you can see below, this concept works over a range of 

aircraft sizes.  For those gray days, you might consider 

using some Monokote or a Sharpie to add some stripes. 

 

During your flight, consider what you are doing relative 

to the conditions.  Don’t try new aerobatic maneuvers on 

days that you are likely to lose orientation.  Stay closer 

to yourself to prevent the plane from turning into a gray 

blob.  If you can find a spotter, they may be able to help 

you regain orientation if you have a problem.  Recruit 

them before you take off if you think the flight is risky.  

Shouting for help when you get in trouble may be too 

late.  You might even consider putting them on a buddy 

box. 

If you get into that dreaded situation where you can’t 

figure out which way you’re pointed, try not to panic.  If 

the plane is not headed for the ground, you have time.  

If you don’t know if you’re upright or inverted, look for 

clues like which way the landing gear or vertical stabi-

lizer is pointed.  Gently move the elevator to see 

whether pushing or pulling causes the plane to climb.  

Similarly, if you can’t tell if you’re headed toward or 

away from yourself, gently move the ailerons to see 

which way the plane rolls.  If the plane is headed for the 

ground, the simplest thing is to pull up.  This will get you 

flying horizontal and then you can use the methods 

above to figure out the rest. 

Although we insist that you fly without stabilizing sys-

tems in order to be signed off as a pilot at Skymasters, 

there is no shame in using them in challenging conditions 

after you are signed off and flying independently.  But 

like a full-size pilot with an autopilot, don’t become de-

pendent on them. 

MS Word has now counted over 2000 words in this arti-

cle so I will sign off (hopefully) before I put you to 

sleep.  Maintain your situational awareness and you will 

get more seasons out of those planes! 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The 2021 Sky-

master’s War-

birds and Scale 

Event was held 

on August 15, 

2021.  The 

event director 

was Phil Saun-

ders.  The 

weather was 

awesome with 

sunny skies and 

less than 5 mph 

winds! There 

were about 15 

pilots who par-

ticipated.  

Mainly military 

aircraft were 

represented 

(jets as well as 

the traditional 

propeller varie-

ties).  There 

were also some 

notable civilian 

aircraft such as 

Mike Cisler’s 

yellow Piper Cub.  

We missed the 

“Seagulls over 

the Dumpster” 

formation flying 

this year as the 

leader of pack 

(George 

Dzahristos) is 

still recovering.  

Get well George, 

we’ll fly again 

next year!!  

Thanks to all who participated and helped make the event a success.  See you all next year! 

The winners of the Best in Show were: 

Best Military: Giant Scale Stearman (Blue) by Mike Cisler 

Best Civilian: Piper Cub (Yellow) by Mike Cisler 

Congratulations Mike!! 

2021 Warbirds and Scale 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on the 

Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=379
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Beautiful day for our 

fourth "Wing - It" contest.  

I thought this year was our 

third but Jim Satawa 

pointed out to me "Read 

your Hat"…. I'll be darned, 

2018 4th one, can't argue 

with that Jim!  To those 

that are new to the event 

the basic premise is that 

we all start with the same 

wing and build our own fu-

selage and tail design. You 

can't change the rib pro-

file and you must use all 

the ribs.  We have sold 

about 30 kits over time.  

The event was hard to pro-

mote this year coming out 

of COVID.  We had 4 fly-

ers with a handful more 

close or attending but not 

flying.  We will push a little 

harder next year and see if 

we can "swell" the ranks a 

bit.  

Flying scores were: 

1 - Hoover 

2 - Jim Satawa 

3 - Scott Taylor 

4 - Greg Brausa 

I would like to thank Pete, 

Ivan, Jim and the club for 

helping me with the event 

and using the beautiful Skymasters facility.  Brian Bartnick for flyer help, John Robertson and Steve Seltsman for 

help scoring. 

Future: 

I plan on a "Wing-It" 2022.  Hopefully we can meet in April and do the static judging and talk.  Always good to see 

my friends.  I plan on kitting a trainer "Romeo" in the future that will use the "Wing-It" wing.  This might work bet-

ter for the kit bashers out there.  More on that later. 

Good flights! 

John 

2021 WingIt Flying Competition 

Click anywhere in the collage to view the entire photo album on 

the Skymasters web site 

http://www.skymasters.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=380
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Notice: 
 

The Retirees and 
Wannabes Breakfast 

At Red Olive 
 

Is cancelled until further 
notice due to COVID-19 

 
Skymasters Breakfast 

At Iris Café 
 

Is a GO!  Come join us 8:30AM 
every Saturday morning 

 
3667 Baldwin Rd, Orion Charter Township  

Notice: 

Turnout has been great so student night has 

been officially extended through the end of 

September.  Come on out and join us for flight 

instruction and a pot luck dinner.  Flying any 

time.  We eat around 6PM.   
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September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Addison Oaks 
Float Flying 

9AM 
Addison Oaks 

 

Student Night 
5PM 

Scripps Field 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 
Addison Oaks 
Float Flying 

9AM 
Addison Oaks 

 

Student Night 
5PM 

Scripps Field 

9 
Midwest Re-
gional Float 

Fly 
7 Lakes Park 
Holly, MI 

 

10 
Midwest Regional 

Float Fly 
7 Lakes Park 
Holly, MI 

 
Weak Signals Swap 
Temperance, MI 

11 
Midwest Regional 

Float Fly 
7 Lakes Park 
Holly, MI 

 
Weak Signals Swap 
Temperance, MI 

12 
Midwest Re-
gional Float 

Fly 
7 Lakes Park 
Holly, MI 

13 14 15 
Addison Oaks 
Float Flying 

9AM 
Addison Oaks 

 

Student Night 
5PM 

Scripps Field 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 
Addison Oaks 
Float Flying 

9AM 
Addison Oaks 

 

Student Night 
5PM 

Scripps Field 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 
Addison Oaks 
Float Flying 

9AM 
Addison Oaks 

 

Student Night 
5PM 

Scripps Field 

30   
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The Skymasters field is located in 

Lake Orion, within the Bald Mountain 

Recreational Area on Scripps Road, 

between M24 and Joslyn (see map).  

A recreation passport or sticker is 

required and can be obtained from 

the Park Headquarters located on 

Greenshield Road or you can check 

the box on your tab renewal for a 

“Recreational Passport”.   

Flying hours: 

QUIET ELECTRICS ONLY from 

8AM to 10AM and 8PM to 10PM.  

The noise limit is 80dBa at ten 

feet.  Regular flying is permitted 

between 10 AM to 8 PM.  The 

noise limit is 94 dBa at 10 feet.  

These noise limits are enforced. 

Student Night & Pot Luck Every 

Wednesday, May through September.  

Flying any time but we eat at 6:00 

p.m. – rain or shine, literally! 

For those participating we ask that 

you bring something for the grill – 

enough to feed (at least) you and 

your guests  –OR- bring a dish to 

pass –OR- bring your own (non-

alcoholic) beverage.  Something for 

the grill: The obvious choices are 

burgers, sausages/brats and hotdogs 

- but other alternatives are welcome. 

If you bring it we will cook it! We’ve 

cooked pork tenderloin and chops, 

salmon, venison burgers, steaks and 

more. Don't forget the buns. 

We start cooking about 5:30 p.m. - 

having grill items by then helps us 

get everything ready on time. 

Potluck dish to pass: Don’t know 

what to bring, working late? Each 

week we’ll let you know what is 

needed for the next week from 

plates to condiments, charcoal, etc. 

Pick one of the needed items to 

bring instead! Not one to cook? A 

quick stop at local supermarket deli 

for a side salad, or bakery for des-

sert always works! 

From June through August, club 

meetings are held at the field, on the 

second and fourth Wednesday of the 

month at 8 PM .  A great chance to 

fly and socialize.  Winter meetings 

(September through May) are held 

at the Orion Center, 1335 Joslyn, in 

Lake Orion.  Bring a model for Show 

and Tell, enjoy coffee and donuts and 

listen to the speaker of the evening.   

The Skywriter newsletter is available 

online at the Skymasters web site 

and is free to all.  It may also be 

printed from the web site if desired.  

All contributions are welcome.  Please 

send photos and articles to newslet-

ter@skymasters.org  If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in R/C 

Aviation, please give them a link to 

this newsletter or give them a copy 

of an AMA magazine.  It may spark 

their interest! 

President: Pete Foss Oxford president@skymasters.org 
Vice Pres.:     John Billinger Troy vicepresident@skymasters.org 
Secretary: Phil Saunders Rochester Hills secretary@skymasters.org 
Treasurer: Jim Satawa Lake Orion treasurer@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Paul Goelz Rochester Hills at.large3@skymasters.org  

EOC at large Dave Stanley Lake Orion  at.large2@skymasters.org 
EOC at large Steve Kretschmer Oakland at.large1@skymasters.org 

Membership: Bob Chapdelaine Oxford membership@skymasters.org 
Editor: Paul Goelz Rochester Hills newsletter@skymasters.org 
CFI Ken Gutelius Lake Orion cfi@skymasters.org 
CSO Greg Brausa Metamora cso@skymasters.org 

Skymasters  Information… 

2020 Club  Officers  &  Appointees... 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please send all articles, photos 

and announcements to the Sky-

writer editor at: 

newsletter@skymasters.org 

Deadline is the 20th of each 

month.   

The Skywriter newsletter is 

published bi-monthly by the 

Skymasters Radio Control Club 

of Michigan 

www.skymasters.org 

Airplanes 

Helis and 
C/L 

M24 

Lapeer Rd. 

http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
http://www.goo.gl/maps/n8Hyn
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
mailto:pslides@ameritech.net
http://www.skymasters.org

