f

AMA
Academy of Model Aeronautlcs

)

J

SINCE 1838

Skywriter

Skymasters RC Club Newsletter - March 1996

P

t

- President’s Message

By the time you read this, another month of
winter will have passed, our swap meet will be
over, and thoughts of spring getting closer. We
are definately in the Michigan Swap Shop
season. I have been to more swap shops this
winter than [ have in the last 5 years... and have
one new plane, and lots of gadgets to show for it.
(vou’ll see the plane at a future show & tell...
just waiting for the radio install...)

Thanks to Gary Walling for coordinating our
swap shop, and to all the volunteers that helped

- out. We had a great turnout, and sold a lot of

items. The club made some money too! See
Gary’s report elsewhere in this newsletter.

Thanks again Gary!

Thanks also to Steve Fredericks for hosting the
twice a month Saturday ‘Bull Sessions’ at his
house. Many members have stopped by, to talk,
eat, drink, and even build models...

Its a lot of fun on a cold windy Saturday
morning.

And one more thank you this month. Randy
Maclnes has volunteered to help out by
coordinating our meeting programs. He is busy
making phone calls to line people up. I know he
would welcome any input or suggestions you
have so speak up. Thank you Randy!

I haven’t done much building myself..
Something about a trip to Poland taking up 2
weeks of building time... but it was well worth
it. Unfortunately we didn’t see any hobby shops
in the areas we were... and at times it was to cold
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Remember to bring along those new projects and share them with
other club members at show-n-tell.

to do much wandering around. We went to
attend a wedding, and spent a week traveling
around Poland afterwards.

And now back to building and getting ready for
the flying season....

Are your planes going to be ready for the spring?
Or even one of the warm nice days we get in
between the cold? Taking care of your plane
now can help save you problems later,

What should you do? Well, here are some
suggestions [ use. Take each plane, and go over
it from nose to tail. Make sure all the screws are
tight (bet at least half are at least a little loose...
its amazing what vibration can do). Check all
the control surfaces to make sure hinges are
secure. What about your nicads? Have they
been taken care of? You will probably here as
many different ways to do this as people you
ask... I leave mine on trickle change. I try to
cycle them once every other month; and when I
get to the field, I put an ESV on them to make
sure the trickle change was enough o hold the
batleries at full charge. Then if a nice day comes
up, I go flying...

Bald Mountain Involvement Day is coming on
April 20... Keep the date free to help support the
park. There’s something for everyone to do, so
pitch in and help!

Wesoly Ladowanie
(Happy Landings)
Greg Cardillo

1996 Club Officers

President : Greg Caidillo 2086 Cedar Key Court, Lake Orion 810-391-6803
Vice-President : Carl Long 47278 Jeffery, Utica 810-254-0048
Secretary : Paul Shurtliff 1915 North Lake Drive, Troy 810-688-3489
Treasurer ; Jack Fleming 322 Jeffery, Royal Oak 810-435-4487
Editor : Gary Walling 3403 Nichols Drive, Auburn Hills 810-299-4654
Articles must be received by the 20th for the next issue. Articles may be reproduced from Skywriter
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“Darrell’s gone over the edge again...”

I know that this rumor has been

rculating but I categorically deny it.
_/Just because I am planning a couple of
maniacal new eventg for this summer’s
fun fly is no reason to be starting
these kinds of rumoxrs. Here, 1’11 let
you judge for yourself... explained
below are *some” of the plans for our
June 14th Fun Fly.

We will have our usual classifica-
tions so everyone can participate. (For
those of you who have not participated
in one of my fun flys I really try to
make the “risk” to the model in each
event, commensurate to the pilots
classification, ie., wvirtually no risk
for a “student” to moderate xisk for a
*gport” pilot to rather risky for an
*expert” pilot.)

We will have a “regular” fun fly
where each pilot trieg to accumulate
pointg in three events. The thing that
is new for this year -- that is causing
all of the bad press is that we will
%so have a "“feam event” at this meet.
Team” doeg not mean formation flying.
You can enter the “regular” fun fly and
enter the team event also.

Here’'s how the team event would work:
-Choose your teammate before you come
to the event. You can even try
practicing together if you want.
-Events are designed so that there is
one score for the team.

Here’'s a couple of “possible” events:
>The Aerobatic Relay: #1 Pilot takes
off, does 2 or 3 maneuvers, lands -- #2
pilot can take off as soon as #1 is on
the ground, does 2 or 3 maneuvers,
lands. Time is from the time #1 takes
off until #2 lands.
>The Climb and Glide: Pilots take off
gimultaneougly and climb for 15 seconds,
kill the enginesg, the “judge” pulls a
number out of a hat (1 or 2), let’s say
he pulls #2--the #2 pilot should dive
and land as quickly as possible while #1
continues to glide for as long as poss-

‘ble, The time for the team ig the time
from when #2 touches down until #1
touches dowrn.
>Left Hand Doesn’t Know What the Right
Hand is Doing! The “team” chooses one of
their planes, the transmitter is placed
on a “stand” at the flight block, one

pilot operates the left stick and the
teammate operates the right stick
through a takeoff, basic maneuvers and
landing. Time is from takeoff to touch
downn. (You could have the transmitter on
the stand be a buddy box and have an
instructor on the master just in case
the team got in trouble.)

»Blind Faith: The “team” chooses one of
their planes. (Must have buddy box.)

The designated “pilot” stands with hig
back to the flight line using the buddy
box to fly the plane--the other team
member has the master transmitter and
talks the pilot through the entire
flight. (Of course the master
trangmitter is always ready to save the
airplane but if he uses the master the
team “zeros.”)

S0 now you see, I haven’t really gone
over the edge -- I think this team event
could be a real hoot. We’ll do a couple
team events at this meet as a test to
see how it goes. If you guys really like
it we might do a full “team” fun fly
gometime later this year or next year.

There will be tecam events only in two
clasgifications, sport and expert.
Further, i1f any one member is generally
accepted as an expert, that team must
compete in the expert class. It is
preferable that you and your teammate
have already agreed to compete as a team
when you arrive but I‘m sure some
“teams” wlll get together after they
arrive at the meet.

%ok ok k¥

? Should I participate in this Fun Fly ?

If you have not entered a fun fly be-
fore, try to look at it this way. The
events are designed teach you to be a
better pilot. They are designed to pre-
gent a risk that is commensurate with
your gkill level. Yes, there are scores
and somebody “wins” but the real feeling
of accomplishment, the real “fun” in fun
fly, comes from proving to yourself that
you can complete every event. Plan on
joining us June l1l4th for this year’'s
Fun-Fly.
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) 1996 Skymasters Swap Shop report.

Our 1996 Skymasters Swap Shop has come and gone - hopefully some of
you bought a bargin, won a prize or (if you were really lucky) both
! Of course, if you were unlucky, you probably didn’t win anything,
watched as somecne else bought the bargin and caught a chill
walking to your car (sounds familiar ?) ! FEither way, I hope that
you enjoyed yourselves. The final count showed that 298 people
braved the cold and joined us for the event. We had three raffles,
a door prize and a 50/50 drawing. The kitchen was kept very busy
and we sold all the hot dogs and XKil-bas-a that we heated.

We tried a different approach thig yvear by having the table set up
at 5PM and general entry at 6PM. This worked at the start but by
5:30 I allowed general entry (any suggestions on crowd control at
our School are greatly appreciated !). By 6:30 all the tables had
been sold, by 7:00 the car park was overflowing and I even saw one
chap bringing in more boxes ab 8PM !

This years swap shop would not have been a success without the
organisations that donated productg or sgsold products at cost so
that we could benefit. On hehalf of our Club I would like to thank
them all, and hope that we all remember them when making a
purchase:

ACE R/C
Atlantic R/C
American Aero
Balsa USAa
Bob Smith Industries
Coverite
Dixie Electronics {Radio Shack)
FOX Manufacturing
Joes Hobby Center
Model Areoplane News
R/C Modeller
R/C Report
Riders Hobby Shop
SR Batteries
Superior Aircraft Materials
Tower Hobbies
Windsor Propellor Company (Master Alrscrew)

I would also like to thank every Skymaster who donated time to help
out. The jobg ranged from helping in the kitchen, selling raffle
tickets, door duty, unloading cars and tidying up. You all deserve
the credit for raising almost $900 for the club. Special thanksg are
for Bill Dzure and family for organising the kitchen.

Interestingly a chap from Lansing rang me last night wanting to
know the name of the seller from table 12 !

Gary Walling x k¥
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 SKYMASTERS RADIO CONTROL CLUB
1996 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Date: Birthdate:

Last Name: First Name:
Street: Home Phone:
City: R/C_Experience:
State: Zip: AMA# :

Other Family members who fly:
Name ¢ AMA# :

Name: AMA# ¢

FIELD RULES

Field hours are 10 AM - 8 PM (NO EXCEPTIONS!I)

Noise 1imit for 1996 is 96 DB.at 10 feet,

A1l transmitters must be narrow band (Gold Stickered)

All receivers must be AMA approved narrow band.

Membership card must be placed in siot on frequency board.
You must not fly behind the flight Tine.

AMA Safety Code must be followed.

A1l Vehicles are required to have a 1996 State Park Permit.

O~ N S Wt =
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I have read the above rules and agree to abide by them and all other
Skymasters and AMA rules and regulations.

Member's Signature: Date:

Date: Dues Paid: AMA Verified:

To renew by mail send:
1) Check for $50 (355 after February 28, 1996).
2) Photocopy of 1996 AMA Card.
3) 1995 Skymasters Card.
4) Self addressed stamped envelope.
5) Sign Application 1[I
T0:
Jack Fleming
322 Jeffray
Royal Oak, MI 48073
(Phone 810-435-4487)
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Are Your Floats Ready? |

There will be lots of opportunities to fly off of
water this year so why not consider getting floats
ready for at least one of your airplanes.

Most models that have “adequate” power for
take off on grass and are stable, can become a good
float plane. AND...flying off of water is such a
rush! (Not only that, if you are so inclined, you can
also fly off of snow with your floats.)

There are five basic considerations when adding
floats to a model:

> The length of the floats should be 75-80% of

the length of the fuselage.

> 4-6" of the float should extend in front of the

prop.

> The step of the float should be +or- 14” from

the CG.

> The thrust line of the model should be 0-3

degrees positive to the top of the floats.

>Use one or preferably two water rudders.

There are numerous float kits available, from
scale built-up EDO, to foam to plastic. (For
simplicity, acceptable performance and reasonable
weight the ACE or Balsa USA Waverider offer a
good middle of the road choice.) Ernst makes a
good water rudder in two sizes.

Water flying opportunities for this summer-

**Seven Lakes Float Fly May 18th

**Bald Mountain Float Fly May 19th

**Skymasters Mid-West Sept. 14th &
Regional Float Fly 15th

**HEvery week....if you are available during the
mornings, a group of guys {ly once a week at
Stoney Creek Park.

If you want more details on float flying or a
reprint of an R/C Modeler article on installing floats
and flying off of water, call Darrell Watts at 810-
373-8777, he’s always ready to talk about it.
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CRO FASTENERS

Mall Orders To: 110 Hillerest Road, Flemington, NJ 08822 Or  Call: (800} 892-65917

Call:  (908) 806-4050
Fax: (908) 788-2607

NOVEMBER

MICRO NOTES

NOW YOU MAY CHARGE YOUR ORDEA TO DISCOVER CARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA ON MASTEN CARD(!
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: Thaiks for your interest In pur products. We're here to supply hobbrylsts with high quaBry fasteners In sensidle .
= Quanuites at prices you'l appreclate and we're confldent enough In our ability to do Just thai ta offer this slmple 5

= guarantee: If you are ever less th

an pleased with any preduct from us, fust call our 1off free number and you =

© will recehve elther a free replacement or a full refund, Including shipplng costs, your cholce.
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LOCKING FLOATING NUT PLATES
Here's a dillerent way to bilnd mount everything from wings 1o
engines. Posltlon the nut plate aver a clearance hole, anchor It with
Lapping or wood screws or Hvews, then Insert the maunting screw mta
the all steel locking, foaung nut. Used throughoul miGitary and
commerclal alrcrafy, these devices <an be most helpful o the modeler.

’7' iy ODUCT

HOW AVAILABLE IN BLACK OR PLATED
Butten head self tapping screws
§TPoz068

TRY THEM AT NO COSTI NPB32 6-32 $4.40/8

Ask for a free sample when NP2z 8-32 4.450/8

you call In or malt your order. NP1{D32 10-32 44048
NP1428 124-28 2.25(8
N CATALOG

P,

Pan head self lapping screws, philllps, plated

#2x 18 $1.50/100 black oxide SMPPO208  #2x172 42.95/100
S1PD206 ¥2THE  3.90/100 plaled
“Uss whara v wl b pantad o bhack Pnish s o sint [:Em
£} Melrle socket head cap screws, aliey
SCMA040 M4 x 40mm $3.25720

Leng sockel head cap seraws (not fully threaded )

SCADSIE 632x2-114 522510 Scu0s0 W4 x S0mm 39520

SCAl148 10-32x 2" $4.8510
Ordes by..

Toltltea phane, [3x or mail, Pay by Visa, MC, Discover
Card, persona or business check, money order, COD, or
eslablish business credil Your order will nol ke held for
check clearing.

Shipment...

Is usually same or nexl day, by UPS or Priotity Ma?  Air
shipmenl avaladle al cost  Outslde lowsr 28 stales
shipmenl bry air mail will ba eharged al cost.

Package Quantifies,
Are 28 thown in lhe Calaleg and Price Lisl

For items priced over $5 in e Calaiog wa will repack and
supply 144 tha quantily at /2 the prica.
—
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Voluma discounts_,
Ara offerad for ordes over $125 lis| {15%) ard over $250
(20%)

Club or group orders will be packaged sepasalely on
request and may be paid by separate checks and/or aedil
cards, sa long as they are shipped Lo ona address.

Hon-catalog llems_..
Of diztent sizes Ihan those shawn will often ke quoted on
requasl,

In addifron we ask thal you el us know whal faslener
related products you need and can find elsewhera anfy ai
leo high a prce, ornol al af New calalog ilems appenr
onty begause you have requesied them. B
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